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512 McClellan Street
Wausau, WI 54403-4882

Phone: 715-845-7858
Website: www.sslewausau.com

Email address:
information@sslcwausau.com

Office Hours:
Mondays, Wednesdays, and Thursdays
from 8am—3pm

GOD'S RICHEST BL_ESé,{}-“-""‘ ORAND YOUR FAMILY

For each new morning with its light,

Office Closed: .

Thursday, November 27th and For rest and shelter of the night,
Friday, November 28th .

In observance of Thanksgiving For health and food, for love and friends,

i Wednesday by 8:00 am. For EVERYTHING Thy goodness sends.

Newsletter: 3rd Thursday of the month. FOT' ﬂowers that bloom about our feet,'

Facebook:

Join us to watch a livestream service FOT' tender grass, SO ﬁ‘esh, SO Sweet;
every Sunday at 9am at . d h b
https://www.facebook.com /wausausslc For song of bird, and hum of bee;
Worship Telecast: For ALL things fair we hear or see,

Our Worship Services are telecast on

Spectrum channel 980/TDS channel 14 Fathe«r in hea'ven, WE THANK THEE!

on Sundays at 12pm (this is the previous

Sundays’ service), Mondays at 3pm, and ~Ralph Waldo Emerson
Tuesdays at 10am and 10:30pm.
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FROM OUR PASTOR

Pastor Karoline Schwantes/Phone: 715-370-5514/Email: prkaroline@sslcwausau.com

Walking together to celebrate Christ’s love.

Imagine you were asked the question "Why does St. Stephen exist?” L
How would you answer?

On October 26th, Pastor Dara Clifford poised that question to over 60 people
gathered for our congregational retreat with members from St. Stephen and
Pilgrim. First we gathered for a combined Reformation worship service. After a
lively fellowship gathering, we began our retreat with play. Pastor Dara, Director of
Evangelical Mission for the East Central Synod in Wisconsin, led us in a discussion
about “knowing our why.” The why is the reason we exist, why are we formed as a
community. Our why leads us to our how, how do we exist, work together, and
make decisions. Our why and how lead us to our what, what people see and how
they experience St. Stephen. Our why provides guidance for our decisions moving
into the future, especially as we move to pursue a merger with Pilgrim. Our why
leads us to our purpose statement and shapes our values.

We worked together to create a list of priorities to shape our purpose statement.
These are welcome, belonging/acceptance, diversity, and celebrating connection.
A small group of statement drafters took these priorities to craft proposal
statements while the larger group worked on defining our values. We came back
together to share our proposed purpose statements and voted as a group to adopt
one of the statements as our purpose statement.

The retreat was fun, joyful, and definitely Spirit-filled! Thank you to everyone who
participated and to everyone who prayed for us. And now when you are asked the
question, “Why does St. Stephen exist?” you will know to respond, “to walk
together to celebrate Christ’s love!”

Fastore Karoline



CALENDAR OF EVENTS
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_NNIVERSARIES & BIRTHDAYS

Anniversaries

The following couples are celebrating their

‘§ . ) November Wedding Anniversaries.

41
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\

November 13th

Bruce & Jerelyn Weinke

November 27th

Randy & Julie Cheyka-Sawyer

1\ CONGRATULATIONS™

A ..+ Birthday Blessings

v The following people are celebrating
o '.g November Birthdays

<\
LS - .

November 5th
Pat Erdman
Robert Pusheck
Edward Schwede
November 6th
Kim Grau
November 7th
Elaine Hoppe
November 11th
Layne Behnke
Sophia Behnke
Gordon Darelius
Pam Hackbart
Gloria Lyon
November 13th
Kimberly Kershaw

CONGRATULATIONS™

November 14th
Jacob Pippenger
November 15th
Ava Peters
November 16th
Crosby Deffner
Dianne Meuret
November 21st
William Bandock
November 27th
Mark Kromrei
November 29th
Lynn Deffner

Tt iine

gammmmmm

Psalm 100:4-5

5:» /" Don't forget to FALL BACK!

//"\ \ On Saturday, November 1st

before you go to bed,
don't forget to

Funeral

.in the sure and certain hope of the
resurrecnon to eternal life through our Lord ‘ . ‘
Jesus Christ, we commend to almighty God...” . \ e

Herbert Yolitz ~ September 28, 2025

set your clocks BACK 1 hour.




CONGREGATION NOTES

Adopt-A-Family

Can you believe Christmas is right around the corner? Yikes! In the past, we
adopted families in collaboration with other local ELCA churches. This year
we will be adopting a total of 20 kids (unsure how many families that will
equal out to). Please watch for a table to be set up in the back of the church
in mid-November. We will also be collecting monetary donations for these
gifts as well. If you would like to donate towards Adopt-A-Family
BEFORE the table is set up, please make a note in the memo line of your
check and we will use the money accordingly. Let’s help the kids feel the
magic of Christmas this year.

Coats for Kids

Another successful year of generosity by so many. THANK YOU! The kids
appreciate it. Thank you to all who donated, and a special thank you to
Nancy Prigge and Marv Krueger who will be taking all of the donations to
the Wausau School District office where items will be separated and taken to
various schools.

Lutheran World Relief Ingathering

On Saturday, October 4th, 13 volunteers, many from St. Stephen, worked to
receive and load Lutheran World Relief donations for 2025 on a trailer for
shipment to the distribution warehouse. The total weight the crew loaded
onto one completely full semi-trailer was 24,430 pounds which included:
3533 quilts, 1354 personal care kits, 540 baby care kits, 2343 school kits,
and 39 fabric kits. These items came from 37 area Lutheran churches, 34 of
which filled out the tally sheets. The volunteers worked together as a team
and a lot was accomplished in about three hours. Thank You SO MUCH for
your help with this great cause!

Thanksgiving Service

Pilgrim will host a Thanksgiving Service on Tuesday, November 25th at
6:30pm with a chili supper prior to the service, beginning at 5:30pm. This will
be a joint service led by Lay Minister, Shirley Ecker, with communion served
by Pastor Karoline. Please join us for some good chili, fellowship, and an
opportunity to thank God for all of our blessings. Come hungry; enjoy the
chili and feed your soul. With this being a service of gratitude, we thought it
would be nice to have members of both congregations share a brief story,
special item, or a word that brings gratitude to you. There will be leaves
available at both congregations to write your word of gratitude on beginning
on Sunday, November 2nd. These will be displayed at both congregations.
Please turn your stories in by Sunday, November 16th so we can prepare a
booklet with these stories of gratitude. You can put your name on your story
of leave it off.

Women'’s Bible Study

The Women of St. Stephen will have a Bible Study on Wednesday,
November 12th at 1pm in the Conference Room. All women of the church are
welcome to attend!

Benevolence

Through your support of St. Stephen
in the month of September 2025, we
were able to contribute to the following
ministry:

ELCA National & Synod Support $433

This is the ninth month of our unified
budget in which we now give four and
one half percent (4.5%) of our current
expense receipts and loose plate
offerings for benevolence. The above
amount is based on the income of

$9,612 for September.

St. Stephen_
Family Clie

Our balance SRR (S

Order of Importance of
Memorials and
Other Special Offerings

Primary Funds: Current Expense
Receipts, Building Improvement/
Maintenance Fund, and Sustainability
Trust Fund.

Secondary Funds: Bell Choir Fund, Brick
Maintenance (tuck pointing), Choral
Fund, ELCA Scholarship Fund, Good
Neighbor Fund, Library Fund, Organ
Fund, Quilters Memorial Fund, Parish

House Alarm, Technology Fund, and
WELCA Clean Water Fund.

Other Funds:  Confirmation/National
Youth Gathering, Faith Enrichment Fund,
Major Church Improvement, Missionary
Sponsorship, Rooted in Faith (Crossways
Capital Improvement) Fund,
Seidel/Meyer Scholarship, Seminary
Scholarship, and World Hunger.



_ALL FOR ARTISTS: ADVENT
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CALL FOR ARTISTS: ADVENT

Our Advent thewme for this vyear is, “What Do You Fear”. Owce again, there
is beautiful artwork and poetry that accompanies this theme. This vear
much of the imagery has a lantern theme. Each vear we have a Choral
Service in which our many musicians are able to share their musical gifts
offering. This year, we would like to create a display of artwork to enhavnce
our worship as well. These artworks are +o be inspired by our Advewt
themes and Bible verses and will be displayed during the Choral Service.
The artwork can be of any media: poetry, paintings, sculpture, quilting, ete.
and can be the work of individual artists or by a group. If you are
interested i participating, please contact Pastor Karolive at
prkarolivedsslewansancom or callltext F15-3F0-5514. To be included in
the display, artwork must be submitted ready to display by Nevember 30,
2025. Artwork wmay be picked up by the artist after worship on Jawnary
4+h or other arrangements may be made.
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VETERANS DAY FORM 1

Remembering Our Veterans

On Sunday, November 9th for Veteran’s Day, the Worship Committee
would like to honor those people in our congregation that are currently
serving, have served in the past, or died defending our country. Please fill
out the following form if there is someone that you would like us to
recognize on this day. If you filled out a form in the past, you do not need
to do so again this year. We will automatically use the names that we were
given last year. Forms are due on or before Wednesday, November 5th.
You may place them in the box on the counter in the reception area.

Name:

Years or war served in:

Submitted by:

Phone number:

Thank youl!

The Worship Committee



ERIREPRON T RAM MINUTES ~ OCTOBER 21, 2025

Minutes for 10/21/2025 Meeting of St. Stephen and Pilgrim Transition Team

Present at meeting: Charlie Freiberg, Dick Holster, Jean Trempe, Jeff Kessel, Pr. Karoline
Schwantes, Sarah Lonsdorf, and Verlyn Oelke.

Pr. Karoline started the meeting with a prayer.

Pr. Karoline has started to read the book: Embracing God’s Future Without Forgetting the Past.
She recommends that all of us read this book. This was discussed and copies will be ordered.

Review and finalization of plans for the joint congregational retreat at St. Stephen on 10/26.

Numerous details were reviewed and finalized. These included the meal menu, setting up for the meal,
supplies for the retreat, tours during the Fellowship Hour, providing a document on the history of St.
Stephen, finalizing plans with Pr. Dara, the leader of the retreat, and recruiting some volunteers to help.

Verlyn, our liaison with Pr. Cath Mode, discussed tentative plans for her in-person visit to
Wausau. She will be here on 11/4 to start on site coaching of the merger process. She is willing
to help us eliminate potential conflicts. Visit details were discussed and will be confirmed with Pr. Cath.

Future Transition Team Meetings:
e We will plan to meet the first and third Tuesdays of each month.
e Everyone is OK with having some of the meetings at Pilgrim and some at St. Stephen.

WORK GROUPS and CELEBRATION TEAM.

For this portion of the meeting, we followed the rubric of work groups and celebration team
suggested by Pr. Cath when she was here August 14th. Jeff Kessel passed out a document used at
Pilgrim’s last town hall on 10/12. This document listed proposed work groups.

At the town hall, Pilgrim members were invited to participate in the work groups. Jean, Jeff, and
Charlie reported that six Pilgrim members have already agreed to join 5 work groups. Prospective
members from both congregations were discussed.

A wide-ranging discussion of work groups and the celebration team ensued. The discussion
included the functions and goals of each work group. The discussion resulted in our vision of the
following work groups.

e Legal to look at issues such as transfer of Pilgrim property and completion of required
legal paperwork.

e Constitution and Bylaws. This group will work to compare the constitution and bylaws
of St. Stephen, Pilgrim, and the Synod model. Some elements of a new constitution and
bylaws were discussed.

e Will a Mission Statement work group be needed? Mission, our purpose, will be discussed at

the congregational retreat Sunday.

Real Estate: physical plant, grounds, and maintenance.

Real Estate: develop long term uses for Pilgrim’s property.

Finance: business plan, assets, liabilities, and budgets.

Policies and Practices. Examples include child safe practices, wedding policies, and

funeral policies. The Transition Team has already started to pull together documents from

both congregations for review.

e Communications. The aim is to provide consistent communication at both churches.
Before the merger communications will be internal. As the merger nears there will be a need
for external communication. For example, we will need to notify the Southeast Side
neighborhood group, an active supporter of the Blessings That Give Hope ministry, of the
merger.

1) It was suggested that this work group create a logo for our new congregation.



OCTOBER MEMORIALS _

e Worship. It was acknowledged that our joint worship team has already met and done a
lot of work to bring our two congregations together. A new work group may not be necessary.
e Ministry which includes outreach, education, and evangelism. This group will
coordinate various ministries which might involve looking at the structure of these ministries.
1) Outreach was discussed in detail. How will Good Stewards, the Angels, and Pilgrim’s
Church and Society group work together to continue all our ministries (The Marty Bus,
community dinners, hygiene drives, Conditional Release, Coats for Kids, Lutheran World
Relief kits, Blessings That Give Hope, etc.)?
2) This work group will be discussed with Pr. Cath when she is here next month.
e Celebration Team. Given the work and planning already done by our joint worship
team, one idea presented is that the joint worship team appoint and recruit members for the
Celebration Team.

Discussion points during the meeting:
e |t was agreed that our aim is to merge between now and Easter.
e We agreed to publish Transition Team Minutes in our bulletins and monthly newsletters.
e At the retreat Sunday we are encouraged to ask people: where do you see us going?
e At the retreat invite people to participate in the process.

Next Meeting: November 4th at St. Stephen.
We concluded with The Lord’s Prayer.
Submitted by Jeff Kessel

OCTOBER 2025 MEMORIALS

Capital Campaign
In loving memory of Herb Yolitz —
Shirley Kasten

In loving memory of Herb Yolitz —
Sarah Lonsdorf

In honor of Mary Beth Tolley —
Darrell & Dawn Will



m MINUTES ~ OCTOBER 14, 2025

Present: Dick Holster, Vicki Romang, Jim Von Rueden, Betsy Utecht, Shauna Robinson, Sarah Lonsdorf, and Darrin Koehler.

Absent: Sue Holster, Jacque Schremp, Jeff Blomquist, Nancy Prigge, and Pastor Karoline.
Council Minutes for September 9, 2025: A motion was made and carried to accept the minutes without changes.
Pastor’s Report: Pastor Karoline was not in attendance. No written report was provided.

Treasurer’s Report: The General Fund total is $25,862 and the total capital is $24,235.

A motion was made and carried to accept the treasurer’s report.

Committee Reports:

Good Stewards: No written report was provided. 150-170 individuals were served at God’s Work, Our Hands. The Community Dinner
will take place on October 19th. Items donated for “Coats for Kids” will be packed next week. “Adopt A Family” drive for Christmas will
begin on November 23rd, with the goal of providing gifts for 25 kids.

Property: A written report was provided for September.

Worship: Written reports were provided for the September meeting of the Combined Worship Committee and the October meeting
of the St. Stephen Worship Committee.

Trust Fund: A written report was provided from the October committee meeting.

A motion was made and carried to accept these reports.

Old Business:
e Memorial Fund Order — No change to the order this month. Current Expense Fund is number one, Building Improvement
and Maintenance Fund is number two, and Sustainability Trust Fund is number three.

New Business:

o Nelda Hettinga will not complete her term as a member-at-large on the Council.

e Invoice Approval—The total amount of invoices paid was $35,176.93. A motion was made and carried to approve the
paid invoices.

e Noisy Offering/October 19, 2025 — Donations from the noisy offerings will continue to be added to the Community
Outreach Fund.

e Wausau Area ELCA Church Presidents’ Meeting—The next meeting will take place on November 18th at St. Stephen.
Good Shepherd’s Faithful Vessels painting event will take place on October 19th. St. Andrew is looking to expand its
online Bible study beyond its members.

e  Membership Updates—The current membership includes 228 baptized members and 113 confirmed members. A quorum
is 23 people.

e Special Congregational Meeting — A motion was made and carried to approve the minutes from the September 21, 2025
meeting.

e Combined Congregational Retreat—October 26, 2025, at St. Stephen, 11 am to 2 pm.

e  Bulletins—The Council discussed whether to begin including the text of the lessons and Gospel in the bulletin. The issue
was tabled pending the potential merger with Pilgrim.

e Directory—Plans will be made for an updated church directory following the merger with Pilgrim.

e  Child Safety Plan—There is a need to develop a child safety plan as St. Stephen gains more members with children and
considers holding Sunday School and other youth programs.

e A motion was made and carried to accept Mollie, MacKenzie, and Naomi Kieper as members.

o New Member Welcome—A reception to welcome new members will be planned, potentially for November.

e Budget—A budget for the next year will be presented for review at the November Council meeting and presented for a
vote at the December meeting.

e Work groups—Work groups will be formed at or following the congregational retreat to address different aspects of the
potential merger with Pilgrim.

e  Goals for 2025—Review Constitution & Bylaws; review memorial funds; update membership list.

The next Council meeting will be on THURSDAY, November 6, at 5:30 pm.
The meeting was adjourned at 7:05 pm.

Respectfully submitted,
Betsy Utecht, Council Secretary
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POINSETTIA ORDER FORM

please complete this form and either mail it in or bring it to the
church office.

DEADLINE FOR ORDERS IS FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 21ST, 2025

Given in memory of

Given in honor of

Given by

How many?

We are only offering Traditional Red this year.

Each plantisin a 6 %" pot.
Cost of each plantis $ 12
Call Nancy Henke @ 715-845-7858 with any questions.

Please include your payment with this form.

Make check payable to: St. Stephen Lutheran Church.

2%
Fhanbs! o
WA



