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Come join us for
VIRTUAL SUNDAY SCHOOL!!!
512 McClellan Street
Wausau, WI 54403-4882
Phone: 715-845-7858
Website: www.sslcwausau.com
Email address:
info@sslcwausau.com
Office Hours:
The office is currently closed
due to COVID-19
Deadlines:
Bulletin: Wednesday by 8:00 a.m.
Newsletter: 3rd Thursday of the month
Facebook:
If you have a Facebook account, you
can watch videos of Pastor Jen’s tape
delayed sermons on our St. Stephen
Lutheran Church Facebook page.
Worship Telecast:
Our Worship Services are telecast on
cable channel 980 on Sundays at 12pm
(this is the previous Sundays’ service),
Mondays at 3pm, and Tuesdays at
10am and 10:30pm.

Rally Sunday, September 13th at 9am
We will celebrate virtually!!!
We will have a Blessing of the Backpacks
and Installation of Sunday School Teachers.
Our first day of virtual Sunday School will be
Sunday, September 20th from 8:30-9am.
If you have questions,
please contact Amy Lillie
at 715-212-6652.

WE HOPE TO SEE YOU THERE!!!
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FROM OUR PASTOR

Pastor Jen Hoffman/Phone: 715-581-7378/Email: pastorjenhoffman@sslcwausau.com
As the season changes from summer to fall, we at St. Stephen continue to be busy
getting ready for all that fall usually brings: Rally Sunday and the start of Sunday School
and confirmation, blessing of the quilts and packing them up for shipment, organizing
our God’s Work our Hands event and the Community Dinner, getting people signed up
for Lay School, and organizing a few new events like Fellowship and Feedback in the
Park. The Council and various committees have been engaging in planning for the day
we will worship in person, putting materials and volunteers in place, as well as addressing
the regular business of the church. Even in a time of pandemic, staff meetings are being
held, funerals and weddings are taking place, pastoral care visits are being done, and efforts to address the
needs of those who find themselves in difficult times are happening along with our regular worship services.
Committees and church groups have been given the tools to meet through Zoom as often as they’d like, and the
Saturday morning Men’s Bible Study is swinging into gear. We are doing what we can to make our services
accessible to as many people as possible, in as many ways as possible, and hope this newsletter will help to
update you on all of this activity. We, the church, are continuing our mission and ministry.
I know that these are frustrating times. That many of you would like us to be fully open at St. Stephen and
“get back to normal”. But we are faced with finding a new normal, and I pray we can faithfully find our way
forward together. Each year, as the Council and I gather for our retreat somewhere out in the community,
I always ask, “If our building burned down, who would we be?” The answer has always been, “We would still be
St. Stephen; we would still be the church,” and we are. Our dependency on a building has perhaps clouded that
for us, and now we are feeling it. We are so used to doing almost everything within the walls of our building at
512 McClellan, that maybe we feel lost in trying to continue what we have always done there in other places.
Our doors will open again, and we will return to our building, but I hope you are taking this time to explore what
ministry means outside of those walls. Because it isn’t the walls that define us. It is our relationship with God.
WE are God’s children. WE are the church. You may remember that little ditty that went, “The church is not a
building. The church is not a steeple. The church is not a resting place, the church is the people.” Yes, our
building is important. It is one of the thin spaces where we meet God and experience God’s presence in a very
real way. But it isn’t the only thin place, nor is it the only place we encounter God. Our time away from our
building is providing us with an opportunity to seek out these other ways and places that we encounter God and
to lean into our identity as children of God that accompanies us wherever we go (or stay).
This week, I have been in conversation with our Worship and Music Committee who are looking into the
possibility of having worship in one of our city’s parks. As soon as we choose the date, we will communicate it
with you! I will also be streaming the last service of September from church so I can bless the quilts and allow
you to see them laid out on the pews. And be on the lookout for some special music from some of our littlest
members on Rally Sunday! It has certainly taken a lot of extra work to continue with worship and mission in the
ways we have been since March, but we (the staff, the council, and I) have faith that God will continue to sustain
us now and in the days ahead as we do our best to care for each other.

Pastor Jen

COUNCIL MINUTES ~ AUGUST 11, 2020
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Present via ZOOM: Pastor Jen, Jim Lee, Dick Lind, Sarah Lonsdorf, Pat Erdman, Dick Holster, Jim Von Rueden, Nancy Prigge, Kelly Brown,
Nelda Hettinga, Jeff Blomquist, and Andrew Griesman.
The meeting opened at 5:35 pm with a lesson and devotion given by Pat Erdman.
A motion was made and passed to accept the June 9, 2020 Council minutes.
Pastor’s Report: No written report was provided. Pastor Jen reported that she has been very busy with Lay School getting ready for the fall
season. Also, she has been planning for two August funerals and has started counseling sessions for two upcoming weddings. Confirmation
planning is underway for the fall, the Synod Assembly is coming up and she has been working with Schmidty and Amy Lillie in preparation for
that. Planning for Sunday School is underway also.
President’s Report: No written report was provided. Sarah has been making contact with members with cards and phone calls.
Treasurer’s Report: A written report was provided. We had gained a little on our debt, but giving dropped in July. We are currently at a debt
of $51,559.
Education/Youth: No written report was provided. There has not been a regular meeting scheduled, but Pastor Jen has started plans for
Sunday School. The National Youth Gathering has been postponed.
Good Stewards: No written report was provided. Kelly said we are signed up to help with a community dinner in November.
Property: No written report was provided. Jim Von Rueden reported that both refrigerators are cleared out. Mark has been working on long
term maintenance projects.
Worship: No written report was provided. Nelda reported they will be meeting at the end of the month. We will be doing a blessing of the
quilts and backpacks in September.
Trust Fund: No written report was provided. Jeff said that the Trust Fund did not meet in July. Our Wider Mission Fund gained in July, but is at
a loss for the year and the same is true for the Building Preservation Fund. No funds were distributed in July.
A motion was made and carried to accept these reports.
Old Business:
 Our plans to begin meeting in person include:
 Planning for two services per week, one in church with restrictions, and one continuing to be offered on Facebook and TV.
 We will start with a soft-opening of 25 people per week. People will contact Nancy at church to reserve a spot for one of the four
weeks we plan to be open that first month. If things work well that first month, we will open to the full 50 people allowed by the
Badger Bounce Back Plan until we are able to go to Phase III.
 Lloyd has offered to schedule Ushers.
 A motion was made and carried that our opening plan be written out stating specifically the guidelines and plan for our opening
to be approved by Council via email and put in the Deacon's Spirit by a group of people led by Pat Erdman. When we are able to
open, we will be ready to open!
 Memorial Fund Review – There are no changes to the priority order this month. Current Expense Fund is at number one, Sustainability
Trust Fund is number two, and Good Neighbor Fund is number three.
 Discussion took place about how and whether we can offer communion. It is another area our congregation is hungering for in our
worship absence. Worship Committee will discuss this at their next meeting.
New Business:
 September 26th will be the Synod Assembly. It will be done in one day; we will be electing a new Bishop. Schmidty and Amy Lillie will
be our representatives.
 Pastor Jen talked about a class being offered through Lay School being taught by Rev. John Meachen, “The Church Returning from
Exile.” It will focus on how to come back together for in-person worship and what it means theologically for us. It is open to anyone who
is interested, but Pastor Jen suggested people in leadership at church should think about attending. If anyone is interested, please let
Pastor Jen know, the cost would be covered by the church.
 Blessing of Backpacks and Lutheran World Relief quilts will be in September; no specific date has been set.
 Kelly will be spearheading a project that will allow people at St. Stephen to do some communicating with our missionary, Alex
LaChapelle. She will do a write up for the Deacon's Spirit.
 A motion was made and approved to include the Council’s update on survey results for our reopening plan in next month’s Deacon's
Spirit.
 The nomination process for new Council members up for election in January has begun. We will be looking for volunteers to be:
Vice President, Treasurer, Good Stewards Elder, Two Members at Large, and two positions on the Trust Fund. Members are encouraged
to self-nominate for these positions.
 Jim Lee has taken things to Open Door on behalf of St. Stephen and they were very appreciative of what St. Stephen does for them.
 A motion was made and carried to approve July bills.
Our next Council meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, September 8th at 5:30 pm with Jim Lee providing devotions.
Meeting was adjourned at 6:50 pm with the Lord’s Prayer.
Respectfully submitted,
Pat Erdman, Council Secretary
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ANNIVERSARIES & BIRTHDAYS
Birthday Blessings
The following people are celebrating September Birthdays.
CONGRATULATIONS!!!

September 1st
Ken Hopp
Lucas Kasten
September 2nd
Beatrice Reichl
September 3rd
William Grau
Dale Klinger
Marjorie Krahn
Bill Pusheck
September 5th
Lori Napstad
September 6th
Franklin Whitmore
September 8th
Kessel Deffner
September 10t
Kathy Robinson
September 11th
Jennifer Shidell

September 13th
John Erickson
September 14th
Beth Eiden
September 15th
Shauna Robinson
Peggy Roble
September 16th
Harold Dabler
Ethyn Kroeplin
Bruce Weinke
September 17th
Lisa Marcott
September 18th
Abigail Hannes
September 19th
Shirley Gleason
John Schneider

Anniversaries
The following couples are celebrating their
September Wedding Anniversaries.
CONGRATULATIONS!!!
September 2nd
Mark & Laurie Heuser
Allen & Carol Seymour
September 3rd
Robert & Bonnie Pils
September 8th
Chad & Ashley Kumm
September 10th
Mathew & Jennifer Burish
September 11th
William & Penny Windorski
September 14th
Clifford & Karen Prigge
Randy & Kari Van Natta
September 16th
Jay & Patricia Pippenger
September 19th
Roger & Pam Hackbart

September 20th
Carl & Sandra Stuhr
September 24th
Charles & Lynn Deffner
September 25th
Chuck & Arleen Shipway
September 26th
Greg & Lisa Koch
September 27th
Jeffrey & Rhonda Will
An anniversary was
omitted from last month’s
newsletter. So, a belated
Happy Anniversary to
Maynard & Lucille Bedish
who were married 71
years on August 27th.

September 21st
Hudson Haiker
September 22nd
Daryl Christian
Sarah Lonsdorf
Elroy Schalow
September 23rd
Crystal Nielson
Mary Beth Tolley
September 24th
Debra Gleason
September 25th
LuAnn Theis
September 28th
Erin Hall
Ashley Lenoble
September 29th
Holly Jorgensen
September 30th
Tonette Tilkens
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CONGREGATION NOTES
Blessing of the Quilts

Benevolence

Blessing of the Quilts is almost here! Pastor Jen will be streaming church live from
St. Stephen so the congregation can see all the beautiful quilts that have been put
together over the last year before they are packed up and sent off to LWR.
Volunteers will be laying the quilts over pews on Wednesday, September 23rd, prior
to our September 27th worship service. If you have quilts at home that you would
like included in the LWR shipment, please bring them to the church on the 23rd
between 9 and 10am. Our volunteers will be on hand to receive them. Now more
than ever LWR could use our help and our quilts after losing 3 shipping containers
holding 40,000 plus quilts in the explosion in Beirut, Lebanon. The need is great and
we thank you for your part in providing for those in need!

ELCA National & Synod Support $569

Choir Update
Hello choir members! This year we will not be able to begin rehearsals as usual,
and as strange and distressing as that may be, please know that this will not be
forever and we will come through this. I would like to try a "virtual choir" but I'm
finding the process to be lengthy and challenging, and I am by no means a recording
professional! I will most likely start with a well-known hymn. Please contact me if
you're comfortable with a video recording process, or are interested in learning.
Also, while I am learning the virtual process, I am asking for volunteers to play/sing
for special music. It will be quite a while before we can sing in church again,
but recordings can always be played. Thank you for your time and patience—Anna
Belongia.

Communion
“This is my body and blood broken and shed for you.” These are words we long to
hear and have gone without for longer than most of us care to go. This time of
pandemic has opened a conversation, theological and otherwise, about the nature of
communion. What does it mean to be in community? When we meet virtually, are we
still in communion/still in community? How do we have communion without excluding
members (intentionally or unintentionally)? How do we uphold the sacredness of the
sacrament in a trying time? Churches across the world are asking these questions
right now, and we are no different. At our most recent Worship and Music
Committee meeting, we decided that the spiritual and emotional need for communion
at this time outweighs some of the stricter theological concerns about having
communion during an online worship service. As a result, during the month of
September, we will be having communion during our online services. Members are
asked to provide elements they have on hand at home: wine or juice and bread
would be best, but even water and crackers will work if that is what you have.
The earlier church speaks of communion with water and wine! During the service,
Pastor Jen will say the Words of Institution, and then you will be invited to eat the
bread and drink the wine (or juice, or water). We do this with confidence that we
are the body of Christ in community as much as we can be in that moment.
Please know that if this makes you uncomfortable, you can always refrain and
receive the blessing that the Pastor will offer to those who aren’t communing instead.
Pastor Jen will be looking for feedback on this practice during the Fellowship and
Feedback events in September, as we as a committee would like to hear how this
experience is for you. May God continue to bless us and sustain us in this time!

Fellowship and Feedback
As fall rolls around, Pastor Jen would like to announce the introduction of Fellowship
and Feedback! Each Tuesday, Pastor Jen will be at Marathon Park for a time of
fellowship and feedback, socially distanced style. Members are encouraged to bring
their chairs, wear their masks, and come to socialize, ask questions, and offer
feedback. We will meet at the shelter closest to the Stewart Avenue entrance to the
park. As you turn into the park off Stewart, the shelter will be directly ahead of you.
It is an open, not enclosed, shelter. There is parking right in front of the shelter and
some available seating at the shelter, but plenty of green space in case the shelter is
occupied. The dates and times for this event are: September 8th from 1-2pm; 15th
from 5:30-6:30pm; 22nd from 1-2pm; and 29th from 5:30-6:30pm. Hope to see
you there!

Through your support of St. Stephen
in the month of July 2020, we were
able to contribute to the following
ministry:
This is the sixth month of our unified
budget in which we now give four and
one half percent (4.5%) of our current
expense receipts and loose plate
offerings for benevolence. The above
amount is based on the income of
$12,634 for July.

St. Stephen
Family Checkbook
For the month of July 2020 and the
year to date, the St. Stephen family
checkbook looked like this:
July 1—31, 2020
What we received.....................$17,092.
What we spent..........................($18,146.)
Our balance................................($ 1,054.)
January 1—July 31, 2020
What we received..................$144,386.
What we spent.......................($149,385.)
Our balance............................($ 4,999.)

Order of Importance of
Memorials and Other
Special Offerings
Primary:
Current Expense Receipts,
Sustainability Trust Fund, and Good
Neighbor Fund.
Secondary:
Bell Choir Fund, Brick
Maintenance (tuck pointing), Building
Improvement Fund, Choral Fund,
ELCA Scholarship Fund, Library Fund,
Organ Fund, Quilters Memorial Fund,
Parish House Alarm, Technology Fund,
and WELCA Clean Water Fund.
Other:
Confirmation/National Youth
Gathering, Faith Enrichment Fund,
Major Church Improvement, Missionary
Sponsorship, Rooted in Faith (Crossways
Capital Improvement) Fund,
Seidel/Meyer Scholarship, Seminary
Scholarship, and World Hunger.

6

MEMORIALS FROM MARCH THRU AUGUST
In loving memory of Sharon Dabler
Current Expense Fund -- $1185
Quilting Fund -- $100
Sustainability Fund -- $50
Family and Friends
In loving memory of our Daughter, Ali,
who would have been 36 years old on June 27, 2020
Bell Choir -- $200
Sanctuary Choir -- $200
Stephen’s Angels -- $100
Family & Friends
In loving memory of Irene Schopeke
Quilting Fund -- $457.50
WELCA -- $457.50
Family & Friends
Choir Fund

In loving memory of Sharon Dabler – Karen Zumann
In loving memory of Duane Ninnemann – Herb Yolitz
Crossways Capital Improvement Fund
In loving memory of Sharon Dabler – Carey Freitag
In loving memory of Sharon Dabler – Ron & Gail Freitag
In loving memory of Betty Blumenkamp – Gerald & Shirley Kieckhaefer
In loving memory of Gene Loeffel – Arlene Loeffel
In loving memory of Betty Blumenkamp – Sarah Lonsdorf
In loving memory of Betty Blumenkamp – Shirley Manning
In loving memory of my Mom & Dad, Esther & Ervin Goetsch and my Brothers, Ralph & Wayne – Grace Pregont
Current Expense Fund
In loving memory of Shelley Green, Lois Mumford, Irene Schoepke, & Shirley Reed (my Sister-in-law) –
Florence Beese
In memory of loved ones – Charles & Joyce Fromfeld
In loving memory of my Husband, Roger’s birthday, which was March 4th – Darleen Fust
In loving memory of Duane Ninnemann – Elaine Hoppe
In loving memory of my Mother, Caroline Ninnemann – Diane & Aaron Krueger
In loving memory of Shelley Green – Arnie & Jo Ann Lange
In loving memory of our Mothers, Mrs. Helen Litzer and Mrs. Minnie Lange – Arnie & Jo Ann Lange
In loving memory of our Fathers, Henry J. Litzer and Paul C. Lange – Arnie & Jo Ann Lange

MEMORIALS FROM MARCH THRU AUGUST
Current Expense Fund
In loving memory of Irene Ninnemann – Robert Ninnemann
In loving memory of my Parents, Erwin & Meta Fust and my Sisters, Joyce Fust & Alice Morgenson –
Gladys Price
In loving memory of Sharon Dabler – Linda Salzman
In loving memory of our Parents – Ray & Jane Stotmeister
In loving memory of Sharon Dabler – Mary Beth Tolley and Butch Bliese
In loving memory of Shelley Green – Carolyn A. Viergutz
In loving memory of Caroline Ninnemann – Women of the ELCA of St. Stephen
Good Neighbor Fund
In loving memory of Irene Schoepke – Kay Block
In loving memory of Shelley Green – Don & Linda Branch
In memory of loved ones – Charles & Joyce Fromfeld
In honor of our 64th Wedding Anniversary – Arnie & Jo Ann Lange
In loving memory of Shelley Green – Scott & Barbara Larson
In loving memory of Erwin & Meta – Gladys Price
Library Fund
In loving memory of Angie Ninnemann – Tim Gritzmacher
In loving memory of Lillian Gritzmacher – Tim Gritzmacher
Missionary Fund
In memory of loved ones – Charles & Joyce Fromfeld
Organ Fund
In loving memory of my Brother, Duane Ninnemann – Diane & Aaron Krueger
Seidel-Meyer Pastoral Ministry Fund
In loving memory of Harold & Sue Kratwell, Kenneth & Sadie Borth, and Norman & Bertha Zietlow –
Ron & Sandy Borth and Family
In loving memory of our Mothers, Sue Kratwell and Sadie Borth, who both passed away in June –
Ron & Sandy Borth and Family
Sustainability Trust Fund
In loving memory of Ralph R. Goetsch – V. Liz Habeck
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MORE CONGREGATION NOTES

God’s Work Our Hands
God’s Work, Our Hands Sunday is September 13th! We are looking to collect ground coffee and male/female clothing for Open Door
as well as non-perishable food items for The Neighbors’ Place. Between 1 and 2:30pm you may bring your items to the outside elevator
door entrance and the service door entrance at church. Items may be dropped off rain or shine. Greeters will assist you. Safe distancing
and masks will be in place.

Lay School
Interested in taking a Lay School class? Go to www.ecswLaySchool.org. Here is an example of what is being offered: A Return From
Exile—Marks of the Church in a Pandemic Age taught by Pastor John Meachen on Fridays from 7:40-9pm. Covid-19 has scattered the
church into a necessary form of pandemic exile. From the shelter of our home and with available bandwidth, church appears through the
likes of Zoom, YouTube, and Facebook. Pastor and leaders grapple with what it means to be the church in their individual settings by
adapting to whatever means are available. Congregational leaders contend with a return to the gathered assembly that will be both
safe and faithful. We long for a return to our worship spaces. We dream of returning to normal; to a time before our abrupt scattering.
For better and for worse, the church as we have known it, will not return to normal. What will the new normal look like? How do we rejoin
the assembly safely and faithfully? How do the reformation marks of the church inform and direct our return? This continuing education
class will be especially helpful for church committees and leaders as they plan for returning to in person worship. We will explore ways to
be safe and at the same time faithful to the marks of the Christian assembly. Text: Christian Assembly — ”Marks of the Church in a
Pluralistic Age” by Gordon W. Lathrop and Timothy J. Wengert ISBN:0-8006-3660-0

Men’s Bible Study
The Men’s Bible Study is restarting virtually on Saturday, September 12th at 8am; we will be studying Matthew 18:21-35. On Saturday,
September 26th at 8am we will be studying Matthew 21:23-32. In the month of September we will meet online through Zoom. Please
contact Andrew Griesman at agriesman001@gmail.com if you have any questions.

Prayer List
Please keep the following people in your prayers: Natalia, Don & Faye Blarek, Jim Boerner, Ruth Grell, Arnie & Jo Ann Lange,
Paul Oestreich, Gerry Schneck, Helen Schoepke, Jim & Carol Sekaney, Ray & Jane Stotmeister, Audrey Viergutz, Betty Wimmer, and
Jim Yunek.

Staff
The Council has taken steps to reduce spending these past 4 months. Because our employees are not eligible for unemployment benefits, it
was decided to reduce their salaries. This decision was not an easy one. We had hoped it was just going to be for 3-4 months, but that is
not the case, and we felt we should share with you what changes have been in place. Our music staff is being paid only for performance
completed. All their other salaries have been discontinued. Administration staff hours have been reduced and wages adjusted
accordingly. It is the Council's hope that these reductions will not need to increase. We will continue to assess our revenue and make
changes accordingly. Thank you to all who have continued with your tithing. We hope the knowledge that we just shared has helped you
understand how much we care for our staff but are also being mindful of our current financial situation. Now, more than ever, your
continued financial support is needed.

Stephen’s Angels
The Angels met at a park (keeping a social distance) and caught up on each other's news. It was so good seeing each other and talking
together. We discussed our usual projects like the Auction for the Property Committee and the Shut-in Baskets in December and decided
both would have to be postponed. We are going ahead with our Fleece Blanket project (this will be our third year) for the UW Child
Advocacy Group located in Wausau. The blankets are given to the children as a source of comfort and warmth during a difficult time.
We plan on having them blessed and then distributed in November. We will meet again in September to further our future plans.

Synod Assembly
Synod Assembly will take place on Saturday, September 26th. Pastor Jen, Schmidty, and Amy Lillie will partake in this virtual, one day
event as representatives for our congregation. This is a Bishop’s Election year, so please hold the synod in prayer as we spend time
listening to candidates, considering the movement of the Holy Spirit, and voting.

Volunteers for Council
The Executive Committee is looking for volunteers for the following Council positions: 1) Vice President—This position transitions into the
President's position the following year. As Vice President, you learn about the different aspects of the Council and help the President.
2) Treasurer—This position works with Bill Dunker. The Council relies on you to keep them informed of the financial status of the church
along with contracts and insurance issues. 3) Member at Large (we are looking for two)—They help the Council with decision making.
4) Trust Fund members (we are looking for two)—They manage the stewardship of our trust accounts. They meet once a month to discuss
requests for money from members of the congregation and the community. 5) Good Stewards Elder—This position coordinates several
community projects, i.e. two Community Dinners we sponsor and God’s Work Our Hands, usually scheduled in September. If anyone has
been thinking they should volunteer more at church and like the idea of being a leader, we have multiple opportunities for you. If you are
interested in any of these positions, please contact Sarah Lonsdorf at slonsdorf3202@gmail.com. Thank you!

EMAIL OUR MISSIONARY/SURVEY RESULTS
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Reach Out to Our Missionary in Africa!!!
Hello to everyone at St. Stephen Church!!! We invite you to email Alex LaChapelle, the missionary
we sponsor, and send him some love during this difficult pandemic.
Ideas are: a short email note or letter, an emailed photo of your family or your children playing
etc. You could also make a short video of your family singing a song, or have your kids draw
pictures and take a photo of them to send to Alex by email.
You can send your email to: alexis.lachapelle@elca.org
Thanks to everyone for your help! Take care and stay healthy! Kelly Brown

Survey Results
The Council would like to thank those who responded to the survey sent out about the reopening of our church for in -person
services. Thank you also to Nancy Henke for contacting members and getting additional responses.
Our congregation is greatly missing our in-person services, and the Council is working to reopen as quickly as we can while
being as safe as we can manage in our current situation. We are using the Badger Bounce Back recommendations from the
Wisconsin Department of Health Services as our guide as we make decisions. The most notable criteria is a downward
trajectory of positive tests as a percent of total tests within a 14-day period. That recommendation, along with the layout of our
facilities, the guidance of the Synod and Wisconsin Council of Churches, and the CDC will continue to help determine our
reopening date.
While we are so fortunate to have our historic and beautiful sanctuary, it also presents some challenges. We have limited
parking (the lot across the street doesn't belong to the church and the owners would prefer we don't use it for church events )
which limits our ability to do outdoor services. We do not have air conditioning nor a ventilation based heating system, whi ch
means the air in the sanctuary doesn't get filtered on a regular basis. We are fortunate to have a very large gathering spac e,
which makes us hopeful that we can safely house small groups of people at some point for services, but the number of people
willing to volunteer to support those services is limited. Of those who are very likely to return to services once able, eight have
graciously offered to help with ushering.
114 people filled out the survey, 63 online, 26 via phone, and 25 by mail.
When we are able to have small-group services, 45% have indicated they will continue to watch from home until we have hit
phase three of the Badger Bounce Back which allows for normal services, 30% are very likely to attend, and 25% will possibly
attend.
The question on how to limit attendance was responded to in the following manner: 12% preferred a Sunday -Thursday
rotation based on last name, 22% preferred a reservation system, 25% preferred attending on alternate Sundays based on last
name, and 41% stated they wouldn't be attending at all until it was safe to go back to a normal service.
We are grateful for those of you who have volunteered to usher, make or pass out masks, and to help wipe down surfaces.
We are fortunate to have members who are able to give in many ways!
Some of you also indicated that you are taking advantage of attending services at area churches that are able to be open at
this time. We know that everyone has varying levels of comfort and ability to safely attend and provide worship and hope to
see you back once we are able to open our doors again. Please understand that your Council has the safety of everyone at
St. Stephen in our minds as we make these difficult decisions and plans.
The St. Stephen Council
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RE-OPENING PLAN

St. Stephen Lutheran Church Re-Opening Plan
When the decision to slowly re-open the church for Sunday services has been made,
members will be notified by postcard that those interested can start signing up to attend
a service. We will include a phone number to reach Nancy Henke, who will fill *19 family
slots per Sunday for the first month. When one Sunday is full, members will be asked to
reserve the following Sunday. If there are still available slots by Thursday, members may
be able to attend church again the next Sunday. Our intent is to start small and see how
things work, and increase attendance when we are able.
We ask that any member who has been ill or running a fever please continue to
watch the service from home.
MASKS MUST BE WORN AT ALL TIMES WHEN IN THE BUILDING. WE CANNOT
HOLD A SERVICE IF SOMEONE REFUSES TO WEAR A MASK IN THE BUILDING.
Children under the age of three are exempt from masks. Masks will be available if you
have forgotten yours at home, but it will be helpful if members bring their own masks.
Our coatroom/elevator entrance is a fairly small area. If you are able, please use the
church’s main entrances to help maintain social distance if weather permits. It would
be helpful if you kept your coat with you also. There will be an empty pew in front or
behind you for coat storage.
We have been able to block off much of the sanctuary to allow for good social distancing,
we ask that in non-pew areas you continue to keep six feet from any non-family
members.
Hand sanitizer will be available in areas around the church, hand rails and elevator
buttons will be wiped down during the service once the congregation is seated.
Offering collection will not be taken as part of the service; collection plates will be placed
at the back of the church for you to drop your envelopes when entering or exiting the
sanctuary.
The balcony area is to be left vacant for music staff unless special circumstances present
themselves.
We appreciate everyone’s patience as we try to weather this storm.
*If we are using the grand piano for a service, there will only be 18 slots available so the
pianist is guaranteed a safe distance.

RE-OPENING LAYOUT
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