DATE: NOVEMBER 2020
Volume 189 • Issue 189

The newsletter of St. Stephen Lutheran Church

512 McClellan Street
Wausau, WI 54403-4882
Phone: 715-845-7858
Website: www.sslcwausau.com
Email address:
info@sslcwausau.com
Office Hours:
The office is currently closed
due to COVID-19.
Deadlines:
Bulletin: Wednesday by 8:00 a.m.
Newsletter: 3rd Thursday of the month.
Facebook:
If you have a Facebook account, you
can watch videos of Pastor Jen’s tape
delayed sermons on our St. Stephen
Lutheran Church Facebook page.
Worship Telecast:
Our Worship Services are telecast on
cable channel 980 on Sundays at 12pm
(this is the previous Sundays’ service),
Mondays at 3pm, and Tuesdays at
10am and 10:30pm.

For each new morning with its light,
For rest and shelter of the night,
For health and food, for love and friends,
For EVERYTHING Thy goodness sends.
For flowers that bloom about our feet;
For tender grass, so fresh, so sweet;
For song of bird, and hum of bee;
For ALL things fair we hear or see,
Father in heaven, WE THANK THEE!
~Ralph Waldo Emerson
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FROM OUR PASTOR

Pastor Jen Hoffman/Phone: 715-581-7378/Email: pastorjenhoffman@sslcwausau.com
The seasons are changing all around us. We’ve set the clocks back, dug our heavier coats
out of storage, placed our scarves and mittens and boots where we can easily access
them, and turned our attention to planning the church services that we encounter every
year when the weather turns colder. And yet, our planning has additional challenges this
year. A virus still rages, we are still wearing masks when we step out our doors, our
hospitals are finding themselves strained to capacity and beyond, and worshiping in
person remains something that is discouraged by our larger church leadership and our
ecumenical partners.
HOWEVER, life in the church continues. I am on the planning team preparing for the installation of our new
Bishop-elect Anne Eddison Albright, and I am also planning the going away party for our current Bishop Gerald
Mansholt, as well as continuing on in my role as Director of Lay School that is meeting virtually every month.
The church and the people who make up its body are always changing and growing and moving, and we here at
St. Stephen are changing and moving and adapting, too.
Therefore, I am excited to announce that we will be posting a virtual Thanksgiving Eve service, which will air at
6:30 pm on Wednesday, November 25th. This service is going to be a collaborative effort by the local ELCA
churches and will center on gratitude and thanksgiving when life seems most challenging. Planning for this
service is currently in the works, and I encourage you to mark it on your calendars and join us when we stream
the service on the 25th.
I am also excited to announce that the Council has approved holding four short services IN PERSON on
Christmas Eve. With Covid numbers where they are in this area right now, this is truly an exception to our
meeting criteria. In our discussion, we acknowledged the central importance of this particular High Holy Day in
the lives of our church members when we discussed the decision to meet while also acknowledging that things
would have to be done differently to make this happen. I wanted to give you a heads up about this decision now
as we will be limiting attendance at each service to 25 people plus those who are leading/helping with the
service. In order to organize these services, we will have a way to sign up that will be outlined in our December
newsletter. We will not begin taking reservations before December 1st, so please be patient! I will be providing
much more detail in that December Deacon’s Spirit.
In the meantime, I am praying for you and I hope you will do the same for me. Physical, spiritual, and emotional
needs have not ceased in the last seven months. The work of the church has continued despite the challenges
presented to us, and I want to thank everyone who has been working so hard to continue that work. Thank you
not only for your offerings to St. Stephen so we can continue to support our staff and our ministries, but also for
your donations to the Good Neighbor Fund, for your willingness to reach out and help local organizations like
Open Door and The Neighbors' Place, and for sending cards and letters to each other to provide moments of
joy. I continue to hold in prayer those of you struggling with Covid, or cancer, or depression (you know who you
are), and I thank God every day for the opportunity to live through these days with you, people of St. Stephen.
I know it hasn’t been easy, but we are tough and resilient and we will make it through this.
And as always, I give thanks for the strength and life found in Jesus Christ and the presence of the Holy Spirit
that continues to work in and through us. We couldn’t ask for better leadership than the one who has brought us
forgiveness of sins and grace that knows no bounds.

Pastor Jen

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
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ANNIVERSARIES & BIRTHDAYS
Birthday Blessings
The following people are celebrating November Birthdays.
CONGRATULATIONS!!!

November 3rd
Jeffrey Casey
Susan Cleveland
November 4th
Edward Marcott
November 5th
Patricia Erdman
Robert Pusheck
Edward Schwede
November 6th
Dawn Froehlich
Kim Grau
November 7th
Elaine Hoppe
November 8th
Christopher Eiden
Amy Lillie
November 9th
Gina Travis
November 10th
Thomas Ralph

November 11th
Gordon Darelius
Pam Hackbart
November 12th
Lynette Barttelt
November 13th
Kim Kershaw
November 14th
Jacob Pippenger
November 15th
Richard Lind
Ava Peters
November 16th
Crosby Deffner
Dianne Meuret
Jack Phillips
November 21st
William Bandock
November 24th
Gerry Schneck

November 25th
Noah Phillips
November 26th
Aaron Krueger
November 27th
Mark Kromrei
November 28th
Phyliss Ament
Geraldine Kowalski
November 29th
Lynn Deffner

Anniversaries

Funerals

The following couples are celebrating their
November Wedding Anniversaries.

“...in the sure and certain hope of the
resurrection to eternal life through our
Lord Jesus Christ, we commend to
almighty God...”

CONGRATULATIONS!!!
November 7th
Noah & Kristin Phillips
November 13th
Bruce & Jerelyn Weinke
November 14th
David & Jackie Bushar, Jr.
November 27th
Randy & Julie Sawyer
November 28th
Arlynn & Kristie Schneider

Janet Kriescher—October 15, 2020
DeHart Wiederhoeft—October 16, 2020

Turn your clocks
BACK ONE HOUR
Saturday, October 31st.
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CONGREGATION NOTES
Lutheran World Relief

Benevolence

This year we had to do things quite differently for collecting and loading for
Lutheran World Relief and there was a question as to how much we would
get. I am very happy to report that 32 churches came through with 17,320
pounds of quilts and kits. This compares to around 24,000 pounds the
previous year. The Women of St. Stephen made 245 quilts and 20 school
kits. Special thanks to Mark Kromrei, Darrin Koehler, Harold Dabler, and
Eli Schuett from St. Stephen and a couple other individuals from other
churches for their help to stretch wrap 20 pallets and safely load them on the
trailer while social distancing, wearing masks, and serving this great cause.

ELCA National & Synod Support $672

Re-Opening Plan
The St. Stephen Congregation Council has approved criteria for our church to
resume gathering together at Phase One and Phase Two as outlined by the
Stephen’s Shepherds Committee. The determination to open is based on the
criteria from the Department of Health Services and specific to Marathon
County data (not statewide data). The Council will use this website:
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/covid-19/local.htm for the information
related to the number of Covid cases and the trend (whether cases are
increasing, decreasing, or remaining constant). All of this information is
reported as the “Activity Level” and is updated each Wednesday.
We will move to Phase One when we have TWO CONSECUTIVE WEEKS of
the Activity Level at “Moderate”. We will move to Phase Two when we have
FOUR CONSECUTIVE WEEKS of the Activity Level at “Moderate”. If at any
time we are open and the Activity Level becomes “High”, we will continue our
present (closed) procedures at St. Stephen.

Stephen’s Angels Fleece Blanket Project
Stephen’s Angels have been busy collecting fleece and making blankets that
will be given to children that go to the Child Advocacy Center. The CAC is a
safe place for children and adolescents who may have been abused.
Professionals at the CAC evaluate and investigate cases of abuse and help
the child and families feel safe. Completed blankets may be dropped off at
St. Stephen on Tuesday, November 24th from 4:30pm until 6pm. The blessing
by Pastor Jen will be on Sunday, November 29th. Thank you to everyone
who donated fleece and/or made blankets again this year.

Volunteers for Council
The Executive Committee is looking for volunteers for the following Council
positions: 1) Vice President—This position transitions into the President's
position the following year. As Vice President, you learn about the different
aspects of the Council and help the President. 2) Treasurer—This position
works with Bill Dunker. The Council relies on you to keep them informed of
the financial status of the church along with contracts and insurance issues.
3) Member at Large (we are looking for two)—They help the Council with
decision making. 4) Trust Fund members (we are looking for two)—They
manage the stewardship of our trust accounts. They meet once a month to
discuss requests for money from members of the congregation and the
community. 5) Good Stewards Elder—This position coordinates several
community projects, i.e. two Community Dinners we sponsor and God’s Work
Our Hands, usually scheduled in September. If anyone has been thinking they
should volunteer more at church and like the idea of being a leader, we have
multiple opportunities for you. If you are interested in any of these positions,
please contact Sarah Lonsdorf at slonsdorf3202@gmail.com. Thank you!

Through your support of St. Stephen
in the month of September 2020, we
were able to contribute to the following
ministry:
This is the seventh month of our unified
budget in which we now give four and
one half percent (4.5%) of our current
expense receipts and loose plate
offerings for benevolence. The above
amount is based on the income of
$14,933 for September.

St. Stephen
Family Checkbook
For the month of September 2020 and
the year to date, the St. Stephen family
checkbook looked like this:
September 1—30, 2020
What we received....................$19,320.
What we spent.........................($19,523.)
Our balance..............................($ 203.)
January 1—September 30, 2020
What we received..................$182,865.
What we spent.......................($187,888.)
Our balance............................($ 5,023.)

Order of Importance of
Memorials and Other
Special Offerings
Primary: Good Neighbor Fund, Current
Expense Receipts, and Sustainability
Trust Fund.
Secondary:
Bell Choir Fund, Brick
Maintenance (tuck pointing), Building
Improvement Fund, Choral Fund,
ELCA Scholarship Fund, Library Fund,
Organ Fund, Quilters Memorial Fund,
Parish House Alarm, Technology Fund,
and WELCA Clean Water Fund.
Other:
Confirmation/National Youth
Gathering, Faith Enrichment Fund,
Major Church Improvement, Missionary
Sponsorship, Rooted in Faith (Crossways
Capital Improvement) Fund,
Seidel/Meyer Scholarship, Seminary
Scholarship, and World Hunger.
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SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER MEMORIALS
SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER 2020 MEMORIALS
Current Expenses

In memory of loved ones –
Charlie & Joyce Fromfeld
In honor of Arnie’s 90th Birthday on October 10th –
Arnie & Jo Ann Lange
In loving memory of a dear friend, Lois Mumford –
Linda Salzman
Good Neighbor Fund
In loving memory of Irene Schoepke –
Women of the Church
Quilting Fund
In loving memory of Irene Schoepke –
Joyce Kufahl
Seidel Meyer Pastoral Ministry Fund
In loving memory of our Dads, Harold Kratwell and Kenneth Borth –
Ron & Sandy Borth and Family
WELCA
In loving memory of Irene Schoepke –
Joyce Kufahl

COUNCIL MINUTES ~ OCTOBER 13, 2020
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Present via ZOOM: Pastor Jen, Jim Lee, Sarah Lonsdorf, Pat Erdman, Dick Holster, Jim Von Rueden, Kelly Brown, Nelda
Hettinga, Nancy Prigge, and Andrew Griesman.
The meeting opened at 5:35 pm with a devotion provided by Pastor Jen.
A motion was made and passed to accept the September 8, 2020 Council minutes.
Pastor’s Report: A written report was provided.
President’s Report: No written report was provided; Sarah gave a wrap up on things that happened with the Personnel and
Worship meetings she had attended.
Treasurer’s Report: A written report was provided. We are currently at an overall debt of $51,583 and a yearly debt of
$5,023.
Education/Youth: No written report was provided. We are no longer looking for a new Sunday School teacher; Amy has
been able to continue in her leadership. Sunday School materials were mailed out today; they should be arriving to families
before Sunday. Pastor Jen will be taping our Confirmation ceremony with Kolton Kershaw and it will be shown along with our
Sunday service.
Good Stewards: No written report was provided. Kelly related that we will not be able to work the Community Dinner due
to Covid, but will make a monetary donation to First Presbyterian. We had many donations of clothing and food for the
God’s Work Our Hands collection. Thank you to the congregation for your generosity.
Property: No written report was provided. Jim Von Rueden reported we have our snow plowing contract confirmed.
The water heater is in and heating tapes will be completed on the Parsonage this week.
Worship: A written report was provided. 245 quilts and 20 school kits were packed up for Lutheran World Relief. We are
collecting money for Military BibleSticks.
A motion was made and carried to accept these reports.
Trust Fund: A written report was submitted. Jeff was unable to attend the meeting. A motion was made and carried to
instruct the Trust Fund to reinstate balancing of our two Memorial Funds.
A motion was made and carried to accept the Trust Fund report.
Old Business:
 Memorial Fund Review – There is no change to the priority order this month. Good Neighbor Fund is at number
one, Current Expense Fund is number two, and Sustainability Trust Fund is number three.
 Government Loan Update – Marathon Savings and Loan has submitted our loan paperwork for total forgiveness
of our loan. We will wait to find out how much will be forgiven.
 Re-opening criteria for our church – The Council will discuss monthly the reopening statistics and the status of our
reopening. We will not be making any changes this month.
New Business:
 The St. Stephen Child and Youth Abuse Prevention Policy was approved by motion and vote.
 A motion was made by the Worship Committee to hold 4 thirty minute services on Christmas Eve for our
members with a limit of 25 people per service. Council approved this unanimously. All four services will be
streamed; people must reserve seating with Nancy Henke in advance. More information will be forthcoming.
 A motion was made and carried to accept the resignation of Dick Lind as current Council Vice President and
President Elect of our Council. We thank him for his service; his presence and leadership will be missed greatly.
 A motion was made and carried to appoint Lloyd Zimmel as Vice President/President Elect starting in
November.
 A motion was made and carried to approve September bills.
Our next meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, November 10th at 5:30 pm with Dick Holster providing devotions.
Meeting was adjourned at 6:53 pm with the Lord’s Prayer.
Respectfully submitted,
Pat Erdman, Council Secretary
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