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Mother’s Day Slide Show

Office Hours:
Wednesdays from 12pm—3pm
Thursdays from 8am—12pm

We will be having a slide show honoring mothers on
Mother’s Day which is Sunday, May 9th, during the
announcements. Please submit your favorite photo of
you and your mother and/or a photo of you and your
children/grandchildren. Please, no more than one photo
from each category. All photos (submitted electronically)
must be to Nancy Henke by Wednesday, May 5th. If you
would like to submit a photo electronically, email to
nhenke@sslcwausau.com. It would be preferable to have
electronic submissions in a jpg. format. Please include
the names of the people in the photos with your
submissions. IF YOU SUBMITTED A PHOTO LAST YEAR,
THAT PHOTO WILL BE USED. If you have questions,
contact Nancy at 715-845-7858.

Deadlines:
Bulletin: Wednesday by 8:00 a.m.
Newsletter: 3rd Thursday of the month.
Facebook:
If you have a Facebook account, you
can watch videos of Pastor Jen’s tape
delayed sermons on our St. Stephen
Lutheran Church Facebook page.
Worship Telecast:
Our Worship Services are telecast on
cable channel 980 on Sundays at 12pm
(this is the previous Sundays’ service),
Mondays at 3pm, and Tuesdays at
10am and 10:30pm.
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FROM OUR PASTOR

Pastor Jen Hoffman/Phone: 715-581-7378/Email: pastorjenhoffman@sslcwausau.com

As I write this it is mid-April and I am still out on medical leave. Although
the circumstances behind my leave are not ideal, I am grateful for this time
to heal. Every morning I pick up my devotion book, read a passage, and
then sit quietly with one hand over my heart and one hand outstretched
just listening for what God has to say. It is my uninterrupted time with
God, and I’m cherishing it. So much of life is unpredictable and
changeable. It is always comforting to be reminded that in the middle of it
all God has promised to be our rock, our constant.
This pandemic is lasting longer than any of us thought it would. It has and is challenging our
patience, our resilience, our commitment to love our neighbor and put others' needs before our
own, and our civility. We truly are like the Israelites wandering in the desert anxious for a
homeland, anxious to put down roots and to get settled. And in the waiting we grumble,
sometimes loudly and sometimes under our breath. We tell God we were better off in Egypt or
at some other church. This is our modern day lament as in the Psalms of old. And it is authentic
to the time we are living through. What we are feeling now is captured beautifully in many of
the Psalms. If you haven’t cracked them open in a while, I encourage you to do that now.
Be reminded that God has carried the lamentation and anger and frustration and fear of God’s
people just as long as God has carried our joy and gratitude and praise.
God is present with us for all that we are feeling, holding space for us to lay these things at
God’s feet.
Author Anne Lamott once wrote, “I do not understand the mystery of grace—only that it meets
us where we are and does not leave us where it found us.” God is here with an abundance of
grace loving us into the future...whatever that may hold. May it sustain us in the coming weeks
as we make decisions based on ever changing and evolving circumstances. May it bolster our
leadership and bring peace to our members. May it bless us on the way as we continue in this
ministry together.
God’s peace,

Pastor Jen

FROM OUR COUNCIL PRESIDENT
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Greetings Fellow Members of SSLC,
As the Lord has seen fit to award us with and early spring and warming temperatures, he also
continues to work through scientists to help navigate this pandemic. As we reflect on the past
year and the sacrifices we have all had to make, keep in mind the ultimate sacrifice Christ made
for us so many years ago and whose suffering, death, and resurrection we observe every
Easter. Let that empty tomb continue to be the symbol we as Christians lean on for hope and
strength. Easter brought with it our first in-person worship since Christmas and gave those who
chose to attend a much needed sense of church community. SSLC is beginning to roll away
our stone by opening to in-person church group/committee gatherings, and staff will be
returning to in-person duties all while practicing the recommended mask wearing and proper
social distancing. At this time, with vaccinations increasing, we anticipate moving to limited
in-person worship on Sunday. May 9th, again practicing safety guidelines. In-person worship
will be at 9:00 am and virtual worship will be moved to 10:00 am. Council will continue to
monitor the area vaccination and infection numbers published by the Heath Department and
adjust the in-person worship as needed.
Christ’s work continues at SSLC as is evident each week by Pastor Jen and our assisting
ministers and lectors sharing God’s message. Along with Anna, Phil, and special music
participants sharing their musical talent, Mark and Tammy working the magic of video, and
Nancy and Bill for carrying out the day to day and financial obligations. A special shout out to
the choir. Your individual solos blended well to be a special part of the Easter service.
Those of you who participated in the Holy week services, thank you as well.
The Trust Fund Committee continues to evaluate and share the earning God has given us with
area charities and our missionary sponsorship. Our Property Committee continues to move
forward with maintenance and improvements including updated video equipment. Our Worship
Committee continues to meet and develop worship plans. The Personnel Committee meets to
evaluate needs and develop policy. Several of our committees see less activity due to our
current situation and it is evident that many of you continue to communicate with each other to
keep the missions of SSLC alive and to stay connected with our church members and
community. Thank you. Last but certainly not least, a special thank you to all of you for your
continued gifts, prayers, and support helping us move forward with the work of SSLC.
On the advice of her doctor Pastor Jen has begun her medical leave. She is planning to return
on May 7th. Please keep her in your prayers while she uses this time to heal and adjust to the
challenges of her condition. I pray that God grants healing and strength to all who suffer from
illness, whether it is physical, emotional, or both.
Keep looking for the good in our world. It may be a little harder to find at times but it is out
there. Until our paths cross again, stay safe and God bless.
Lloyd Zimmel
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ANNIVERSARIES & BIRTHDAYS
Birthday Blessings
The following people are celebrating May Birthdays.
CONGRATULATIONS!!!

May 1st
Ethan Whitmore
May 2nd
Jerelyn Weinke
Seth Wiskow
May 3rd
Allen Seymour
May4th
Gloria Mortenson
Raymond Schirmer
May 5th
Elizabeth Lenoble
John Seehafer
May 7th
Matthew Otradovec
Ray Teske
Rachel Tordsen
May 9th
Patricia Pippenger
Jessica Strand

May 10th
Sylvia Seiler
May 11th
Laura Dodds
May 13th
Jessica Dabler
May 14th
Jennifer Burish
Diane Krueger
Jane Seubert
May 15th
Susan Flaker Johnson
Amy Robinson
Randy Van Natta
May 16th
Pastor Jen Hoffman
Debra Ralph
May 17th
Sally Kleppen
Davis Kole

May 19th
Debra Zahrt
May 21st
Joan Ninnemann
Gary Tilkens
May 22nd
Julie Cheyka-Sawyer
May 23rd
Beverly Luedtke
Ginny Seymour
Shane Woller
May 26th
Delores Hilmershausen
Nancy Schwede
May 27th
Darlene Yolitz
May 28th
Melissa Peters
May 30th
Alexander Mohr

May 31st
Andrew Nielson
Kristie Schneder

Anniversaries

Funeral

The following couples are celebrating their
May Wedding Anniversaries.

“...in the sure and certain hope of the
resurrection to eternal life through our
Lord Jesus Christ, we commend to
almighty God...”

CONGRATULATIONS!!!
May 4th
Ben & Peggy Roble
May 5th
Allen & Susan Brouchous
Nick & Becky Hebda
May 8th
Dale & Ginny Seymour
May 15th
Ken & Sharon Hopp
May 18th
Pastor Jen & Jeremy Hoffman
May 20th
Greg & Kim Grau
Elroy & Faye Schalow
May 22nd
Christopher & Beth Eiden

May 25th
John & Connie Schneider
May 29th
Joseph & Jessica Strand
May 30th
Thomas & Debra Ralph
Edward & Shirley Schwede
May 31st
Everett & Bev Schmidt, Jr.

Maynard Bedish
March 24, 2021
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CONGREGATION NOTES
Counting Groups

Benevolence

As we return to limited in-person services, it is important to remember
that the ministry of St. Stephen goes on both in person and virtually
and our offerings and tithes are an important part of keeping all
aspects running smoothly.

Through your support of St. Stephen in
the month of March 2021, we were
able to contribute to the following
ministry:

Once we start in person services the counting groups will once again be
needed to put away and handle the offering envelopes. We try to
have each group do this no more than once a month. If you would be
interested in joining a counting group please contact Verlyn Oelke
(Treasurer) at 715-551-0546 or verlynoelke@gmail.com or Bill Dunker
(Assistant Treasurer) at 715-845-7858 or bdunker@sslcwausau.com
for information and details.

This is the second month of our unified
budget in which we now give four and
one half percent (4.5%) of our current
expense receipts and loose plate
offerings for benevolence. The above
amount is based on the income of
$11,985 for March.

ELCA National & Synod Support $534

St. Stephen
Family Checkbook

In Person Worship
As we return to limited (70 people) in-person worship beginning on
May 9th at 9am, we ask that members call into the church office once
to verify their intentions to participate in the in-person services going
forward. In future weeks your names will be included on a list that the
ushers will use to document those in attendance. This task will allow us
the information needed should the need for contact tracing arise.
Bulletins will be available for pick-up in the rear of the church or in the
Narthex. We ask that you take them with you and dispose/recycle
them as you so choose.
Masks will be required.
We ask that you continue to practice social distancing.

For the month of March 2021 and the
year to date, the St. Stephen family
checkbook looked like this:
March 1—31, 2021
What we received.....................$18,337.
What we spent..........................($22,299.)
Our balance...............................($ 3,962.)
January 1— March 31, 2021
What we received.....................$52, 632.
What we spent..........................($65,566.)
Our balance...............................($12,934.)

Order of Importance of
Memorials and
Other Special Offerings

We ask that you do not linger in the Sanctuary or Narthex after the
service. Pastor, staff, and volunteers will be preparing the Sanctuary
for the virtual livestream service which begins promptly at 10am.

Primary Funds:
Current Expense
Receipts, Sustainability Trust Fund, and
Technology Fund.

We will use the services during the month of May as a baseline.
Council would appreciate and will consider all suggestions you may
have. We will continue to monitor the Health Department data and
make adjustments as warranted.

Secondary Funds: Bell Choir Fund, Brick
Maintenance (tuck pointing), Building
Improvement Fund, Choral Fund,
ELCA Scholarship Fund, Good Neighbor
Fund, Library Fund, Organ Fund,
Quilters Memorial Fund, Parish House
Alarm, and WELCA Clean Water Fund.

Thank you in advance for your understanding, cooperation, patience,
and prayers as we continue to move towards whatever the new normal
will be.

Other Funds:
Confirmation/National
Youth Gathering, Faith Enrichment Fund,
Major Church Improvement, Missionary
Sponsorship, Rooted in Faith (Crossways
Capital Improvement) Fund,
Seidel/Meyer Scholarship, Seminary
Scholarship, and World Hunger.
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WELCA NEWS/ATTENTION USHERS

Committed to mobilizing women to act boldly on their faith in Jesus Christ.
Supplies needed for Lutheran World Relief Quilting:
During the pandemic, some of our Quilters have continued sewing LWR quilts at home. When our
church building reopens, many will return for this important ministry. However, we are running very
low on supplies. Items we need include:
1.
2.
3.
4.

Flat sheets – Any size or color (but preferably not white), clean, free of stains, and no holes.
Fabric – Any color, any size (as long as it’s big enough for our Quilters to cut 6” squares or larger).
Mattress Pads, blankets, etc. – Any size or color, as long as they are clean/washed.
Thread & Yarn – Any color.

If you would like to donate to this cause, bring your items to church and place them in the Nursery
Room (at the end of the hall; last door on left). If the room is locked, place your items under the coat
rack directly outside the Nursery Room. You may continue placing quilting supplies in this
location throughout the year. Thank you in advance for your help!

Attention Ushers
With plans in place to open up for limited in-person worship starting May 9th at 9am, we will need
volunteers to help out with the ushering duties. The limited duties include:









Take attendance by checking names of attendees on a chart.
Direct attendees to available seating.
Help at the elevator door for those who need assistance.
Give directions for where to find bulletins (they will be on a table).
Offer masks (if someone needs one).
Encourage folks not to linger after worship as Pastor, Mark, and volunteers will be readying the
Sanctuary for the 10am virtual service.
Set collection plates at the back of church and follow up to see that they are secured after every
one leaves.
General oversight before, during, and after worship as normal.

Three ushers minimum would be nice. One at the elevator door and two in the Narthex.
For now, I do not plan to schedule teams as I am not sure who is willing to help out. Eventually we will
go back to normal teams.
Please let me know if you are willing and feel comfortable helping out with these tasks.
Contact: Lloyd Zimmel at 715-432-0602 or wlzimmel@gmail.com.

MARCH/APRIL MEMORIALS
In loving memory of Jo Ann Lange
Current Expenses -- $1100
Sustainability Trust Fund -- $560
Technology Fund -- $705
Lange Family & Friends
Bell Choir
In loving memory of Audrey Ruechel –
Bert Ruechel & Son, Ron
Current Expenses
In memory of loved ones –
Charles & Joyce Fromfeld
In loving memory of Marvin Lodholz –
Roger Kemp & Sylvia Koch
In loving memory of Jo Ann Lange –
Don & Karen Kromrei
In loving memory of Delbert “Pete” Peterson –
Doris Peterson
In loving memory of Jo Ann Lange –
Linda Salzman
In loving memory of Jo Ann Lange –
Randy & Kari Van Natta
In memory of Walter & Doris Wolfe and James & Rosemary Pregont –
The Duane Wolfe Family
In loving memory of Jo Ann Lange –
Darlene Yolitz
Library Fund
In loving memory of Merlin Ninnemann –
Tim Gritzmacher
Seidel Meyer Fund
In loving memory of Harold & Sue Kratwell, Kenneth & Sadie Borth, and Norm & Bertha Zietlow –
Sandy & Ron Borth and Family
In loving memory of Jo Ann Lange –
Jim & Kathy Seidel
Sustainability Trust Fund
In loving memory of Jo Ann Lange –
Sarah Lonsdorf
Technology Fund
In loving memory of Marvin Lodholz –
Sarah Lonsdorf
In loving memory of my Brother, Merle Oelke, who was baptized, confirmed, and married in this church –
Verlyn Oelke
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FROM OUR CHURCH COUNCIL

The Church Council has been discussing and praying about the decisions regarding
how and when to open St. Stephen. We have very carefully considered the various
aspects of this decision.
Re-opening the church is a complex decision. How do you weigh all of the competing
considerations? A dangerous, potentially deadly virus versus congregants’ spiritual
and social needs? All of these considerations are very important. How do you find
that perfect balance, the pivot point, to safely and appropriately accommodate all
of these competing needs and considerations?
At some point, this becomes each individual’s decision---a decision each one of
you must make for yourselves. In the end, each person needs to decide for
themselves whether, and when, to come back to church.
We have decided to move to Phase 2 of our re-opening plan with safety measures in
place.
No plan, however, can be 100% safe.
Only you know your own levels of concern/anxiety versus your levels of need for
spiritual comfort and social engagement. Additional considerations are your
vaccination status, your age, and whether or not you have co-morbid conditions that
increase the likelihood you will develop serious COVID-19 (co-morbid conditions
include, but are not limited to: diabetes, cardiac/heart disease, hypertension,
asthma, emphysema, other chronic pulmonary disease, chronic kidney or liver
disease, and cancer).
There are additional concerns. While area COVID numbers are down compared to
what they were during early 2021, they are at approximately the same level as they
were last summer---just months prior to the deadly COVID-19 surge Marathon
County experienced during autumn 2020. New variants are present in Wisconsin and
Marathon County; these variants have been observed to be more contagious and may
possibly cause more serious disease.
We are finally getting close to the end of this historic pandemic. While the end
of the pandemic is in sight, now is not the time to let up on your vigilance.
Stay careful.

PHASE TWO PLAN
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COUNCIL MINUTES ~ APRIL 13, 2021

Present via ZOOM: Lloyd Zimmel, Sarah Lonsdorf, Pat Erdman, Chuck Johnson, Jim Von Rueden, Kelly Brown, Nelda
Hettinga, Verlyn Oelke, Jeff Blomquist, Dick Lind, and Jackie Bushar.
The meeting opened at 5:31 pm with a devotion provided by Pat.
A motion was made and passed to accept the March 9, 2021 Council minutes.
Pastor’s Report: No report was provided. Pastor Jen has begun a medical leave of absence and was not in attendance.
President’s Report: Lloyd’s written report was provided and will appear in the Deacon Spirit. Lloyd reassures us that the
business of the church is going forward, and we will return to the church as soon as possible.
Treasurer’s Report: A written report was provided. We are currently at an overall debt of $41,258.
expenditures are dropping, but our weekly donations are still not keeping pace.

Our current

These three reports were approved by motion and vote.
Education/Youth: Nancy Prigge submitted the Crossways Report to Council on how they are preparing to open using Covid
protocols now that summer camp is on for this year!
Good Stewards: No written report was provided. Kelly reported we have sent a check for the Community Dinner to the
Presbyterian Church.
Property: No written report was provided. Jim reported that Thorson Painting is starting work on the sanctuary on Monday,
which is much earlier than the June date we initially thought.
Worship: A written report was provided.
Trust Fund: A written report was provided. Jeff reported on some of the local donations made this month, and that our
investments have all done well this year.
A motion was made and carried to accept these reports.
Old Business:
 Memorial Fund Review – There is no change to the priority order this month. Current Expense Fund is now number
one, Sustainability Trust Fund is number two, and the Technology Fund is number three.
 Return to in-person Worship. Our target date is May 9th, Mother’s Day. In order to do so, a motion was made
and carried to table our current criteria for reopening on a trial basis and move to Phase 2 of our Covid Plan.
At any time, if there is a critical change in Marathon County’s case numbers, we may have to return to only online
services.
 Starting on May 9th, we will resume our in-person service will be at 9:00 am; the livestream service will take
place at 10:00 am.
 A motion was made and carried to amend our Phase 2 plan to allow for attendance of up to 70 people as long as
all safety protocols are in place. People will be asked to call and let Nancy know they intend to worship in person,
and a list will be generated for the ushers to use to help with contact tracing if necessary.
New Business:
 A motion was made and carried to approve March bills.
 Schmidty has retired as our Youth Coordinator. The Council has accepted his retirement, and would like to thank him
for his dedication to our youth. We look forward to celebrating his retirement in person at a future date.
 Dick Lind reported to Council on obtaining a new ZOOM account for the church. He explained that Google Meet is
probably a better option for us as a church. We are going to do our next Council meeting using Google Meet in
order to make a better informed decision.
 The Council will continue to ask members to come forward to volunteer as Vice President/President Elect.
No member had volunteered at the time of the Annual Meeting, so a motion was approved to allow Council to
approve someone at a later date.
 Our Personnel Committee recommended we allow for reimbursement of unused vacation time in 2020, due to the
pandemic, for Mark and Nancy. A motion was made and carried to approve this by the Council.
Our next meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, May 11th at 5:30 with Verlyn providing devotions.
Meeting was adjourned at 7:00 P.M. with the Lord’s Prayer.
Respectfully submitted,
Pat Erdman, Council Secretary

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
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