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The newsletter of St. Stephen Lutheran Church
The flowers appear on the earth;
the time of the singing of birds is come…
~ Song of Solomon 2:12 ~

512 McClellan Street
Wausau, WI 54403-4882
Phone: 715-845-7858
Website: www.sslcwausau.com
Email address:
info@sslcwausau.com
Office Hours:
The office is currently closed
due to COVID-19.
Deadlines:
Bulletin: Wednesday by 8:00 a.m.
Newsletter: 3rd Thursday of the month.
Facebook:
If you have a Facebook account, you
can watch videos of Pastor Jen’s tape
delayed sermons on our St. Stephen
Lutheran Church Facebook page.
Worship Telecast:
Our Worship Services are telecast on
cable channel 980 on Sundays at 12pm
(this is the previous Sundays’ service),
Mondays at 3pm, and Tuesdays at
10am and 10:30pm.
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FROM OUR PASTOR

Pastor Jen Hoffman/Phone: 715-581-7378/Email: pastorjenhoffman@sslcwausau.com
But God said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for power is made perfect in weakness.” So,
I will boast all the more gladly of my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may dwell in me.
2 Corinthians 12:9
Spring is coming! Spring is coming! And with it renewed hope as the daylight lengthens
and we prepare ourselves for the resurrection of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.
In the last year we have passed through a time of trial and lamentation...a season which we didn’t expect and
had little power to change as Covid ran rampant around the world. But, as always, God was present with us
providing us assistance and strength. Ministry and work and worship continued and proved that the church is
never closed as long as the body of Christ, the people of God, exists. For we are not defined by walls but by the
work of Christ. Our identity as children of God lies not in one place but follows us wherever we go, flowing
onward and outward like the waters of the Jordan in which Jesus was baptized by John.
The coming months will mark slow and measured changes at St. Stephen. The council is working diligently to
prepare for what lies ahead of us. Know that we are all working, not from a place of fear, but out of a place of
love and care for each of you as we are called to do by God, following the basic commandments we have
been given. With each vaccine that is given, and each day that passes with decreases in the numbers we are
monitoring, we are that much closer to being together in person.
And how we will celebrate on that day!
With this in mind, we will not be taking our usual order of Easter lilies this year. Usually, members are given an
opportunity to place an order and designate their lily in remembrance of someone. As we don’t yet know what
March and April will present us with, we are planning, instead, to offer this opportunity when we gather for a
service of remembrance after we come back together. This service will be an opportunity for anyone who has
lost someone in the last year (or two, or three…) to purchase a lily in remembrance of their loved one, to bring a
picture of their loved one, and to join together in marking the grief that has been so much harder to address in
the last year, while also celebrating the promise of the resurrection through a memorial service. Together, we
will celebrate the lives of those who have gone before us, and we will, as we usually do at Easter, publish those
memorials for members to see.
As we face the days ahead with renewed hope, we remember that we (as a church, as a people, as a world) are
not perfect. We make mistakes, we disagree, we look for the worst in people’s intentions. BUT, we remember
that God can work through anything and anyone (i.e. this pandemic and us), and that God’s grace, God’s
redeeming work through Christ, is sufficient for us.

Pastor Jen

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
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JANUARY /FEBRUARY MEMORIALS
In loving memory of Bill Pusheck
Current Expenses -- $350
Family & Friends
In loving memory of Leon Zastrow
Building Maintenance Fund -- $307.50
Current Expenses -- $255
Property Committee -- $20
Sustainability Trust Fund -- $327.50
Family and Friends
Building Maintenance Fund

In loving memory of Leon Zastrow –
Pat Erdman
In loving memory of my Husband, Roger, Grandson, Brad, and Son-in-law, Kevin –
Darleen Fust
In loving memory of my Brother, Duane who passed away on February 20, 2020 and my Brother, Deane whose
Birthday Anniversary is February 24th –
Diane & Aaron Krueger
In memory of loved ones –
Brenda Prieve
Current Expenses
In loving memory of Mabel Eggebrecht and Bill Pusheck –
Phyliss Ament
In loving memory of Bill Pusheck –
Helen Grisar
In loving memory of Arnold & Stella Hoag –
Jesse Hoag
In loving memory of our Brother, Perry Lodholz –
Pam Kohnhorst, Paulette & Tom McNamara, and Peggy & Ben Roble
In honor of Jo Ann’s Birthday on December 1st –
Arnie Lange
In loving memory of Leon Zastrow –
William Lonsdorf Sr.
In loving memory of Jo Ann Lange –
Don & Kathy Oakland
In loving memory of Leon Zastrow –
Paul Oestreich
In loving memory of Mabel Eggebrecht, Mike Kohnhorst, Bill Pusheck, Rosy Roloff, and DeHart Wiederhoeft –
Harold & Betty Lou Peterson

JANUARY/FEBRUARY MEMORIALS
Current Expenses
In loving memory of Rosy Roloff –
Jeff & Jill Reiche
In loving memory of our Parents, Benedict Roble and Earl & Jean Lodholz
Ben & Peggy Roble
In loving memory of Leon Zastrow –
Linda Salzman
In loving memory of Dale Viergutz on his January 18th Birthday Anniversary –
Audrey Viergutz
In loving memory of Dale Viergutz who passed away on January 31st, 2002 –
Audrey Viergutz
In loving memory of Jo Ann Lange –
WELCA
In loving memory of Mabel Eggebrecht –
Darlene Yolitz
In loving memory of my Husband, Dave Yolitz –
Darlene Yolitz
In loving memory of Jo Ann Lange –
Nancy Zelich
Library Fund
In loving memory of Angie Ninnemann –
Tim Gritzmacher
In loving memory of Angie Ninnemann –
Sarah Lonsdorf
Organ Fund
In loving memory of Maggie Lodholz –
Kelly Brown
Sustainability Trust Fund
In loving memory of my Godmother, Jo Ann Lange –
Pat Erdman
Technology Fund
In loving memory of Leon Zastrow –
Sarah Lonsdorf
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ANNIVERSARIES & BIRTHDAYS
Birthday Blessings

Anniversaries

The following people are celebrating
March Birthdays.

The following couples are celebrating
their March Wedding Anniversaries.

CONGRATULATIONS!!!

CONGRATULATIONS!!!

March 1st
Theresa Kole
March 2nd
Jay Pippenger
March 4th
Joslyn Strand
March 5th
Ron Felch
March 7th
Candi den Otter
Nathaniel Lenoble
March 8th
Derek Koehler
March 9th
Vallory Haiker
LaVern Machel
March 10th
Phil Giese
March 13th
Luke den Otter
Ben Kasten
Dennis Lohrey
Brenda Prieve
Shirlee Shaw

March 14th
Darlene Zietlow
March 19th
Lucille Bedish
March 20th
Darlene Johnson
March 21st
Debra Johnson
March 25th
Nelda Hettinga
Arlynn Schneider
March 26th
Darrin Koehler
March 27th
Dale Seymour
Jeanette Wiskow
March 30th
Noah Weinke
March 31st
Susan Brooks

March 4th
Michael & Dianne Meuret
March 11th
Daryl & Roxanne Christian
March 26th
Darrin & Vanessa Koehler
March 31st
Michael & Leah Holster

Funeral
“...in the sure and certain hope of the
resurrection to eternal life through our
Lord Jesus Christ, we commend to
almighty God...”
Jo Ann Lange
February 8, 2021
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CONGREGATION NOTES
Hygiene Drive
During the month of March, we will be collecting hygiene products that are
needed in the community. There will be a box located in the Office/Little
Scholars entrance. Also feel free to donate coffee, sugar, and creamer for
Open Door. Hygiene products that are needed include: shaving cream,
razors, body wash, toothpaste (travel size only), alcohol free mouthwash,
hand and foot warmers, deodorant/antiperspirant (both travel and full size),
body lotion, combs, brushes, and sanitizing wipes (small packages).

Re-Opening Plan
The St. Stephen Congregation Council has approved criteria for our church to
resume gathering together at Phase One and Phase Two as outlined by the
Stephen’s Shepherds Committee. The determination to open is based on the
criteria from the Department of Health Services and specific to Marathon
County data (not statewide data). The Council will use this website: https://
www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/covid-19/local.htm for the information related to
the number of Covid cases and the trend (whether cases are increasing,
decreasing, or remaining constant). All of this information is reported as the
“Activity Level” and is updated each Wednesday. We will move to Phase
One when we have TWO CONSECUTIVE WEEKS of the Activity Level at
“Medium”. We will move to Phase Two when we have FOUR CONSECUTIVE
WEEKS of the Activity Level at “Medium”. If at any time we are open and
the Activity Level becomes “High”, we will continue our present (closed)
procedures at St. Stephen.

Shoe Collection Drive
The Wausau East Football team is conducting a Shoe Drive through March
26th to raise funds for their season. The Lumberjacks program will earn funds
based on the total weight of the shoes collected as Funds2Orgs will purchase
all of the donated footwear.
Anyone can help by donating gently worn, used, or new shoes at YMCA, City
Hall, First United Methodist Church, Thrive Church, Wausau East High School,
or any of your local east-side schools.
All donated shoes will then be redistributed throughout the Funds2Orgs
network of microenterprise partners in developing nations. Funds2Orgs helps
impoverished people start, maintain, and grow businesses in countries such as
Haiti, Honduras, and other nations in Central America and Africa.
Proceeds from the shoe drives are used to feed, clothe, and house their
families. By donating gently worn, used, and new shoes to the Wausau East
Football Program, the shoes will be
given a second chance and make a difference in people’s lives.
For more information or any questions, contact Coach Henry Kremnitzer at
715-261-0507.

WELCA News
We were unable to meet for most of 2020 and could not do fundraisers
during that time, but thanks to generous memorial contributions, we were able
to donate to the following charities as in past years: $300 Catholic Charities
Warming Center; $100 LAMP; $100 The Neighbors’ Place; $300 Salvation
Army; and $100 Women’s Community.
Valentines were also sent to shut-in members of St. Stephen both this year
and also last year.

Benevolence
Through your support of St. Stephen in
the month of January 2021, we were
able to contribute to the following
ministry:
ELCA National & Synod Support $480
This is the twelfth month of our unified
budget in which we now give four and
one half percent (4.5%) of our current
expense receipts and loose plate
offerings for benevolence. The above
amount is based on the income of
$10,670 for January.

St. Stephen
Family Checkbook
For the month of January 2021 and the
year to date, the St. Stephen family
checkbook looked like this:
January 1—31, 2021
What we received.....................$15,284.
What we spent..........................($20,225.)
Our balance...............................($ 4,941.)
January 1— 31, 2021
What we received.....................$15,284.
What we spent..........................($20,225.)
Our balance...............................($ 4,941.)

Order of Importance of
Memorials and
Other Special Offerings
Primary Funds:
Current Expense
Receipts, Sustainability Trust Fund, and
Technology Fund.
Secondary Funds: Bell Choir Fund, Brick
Maintenance (tuck pointing), Building
Improvement Fund, Choral Fund,
ELCA Scholarship Fund, Good Neighbor
Fund, Library Fund, Organ Fund,
Quilters Memorial Fund, Parish House
Alarm, and WELCA Clean Water Fund.
Other Funds:
Confirmation/National
Youth Gathering, Faith Enrichment Fund,
Major Church Improvement, Missionary
Sponsorship, Rooted in Faith (Crossways
Capital Improvement) Fund,
Seidel/Meyer Scholarship, Seminary
Scholarship, and World Hunger.
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MORE THAN A DAY

MORE THAN A DAY (CONTINUED)

Reprinted with permission from the Winter 2014 issue of the Thrivent Magazine.
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FROM OUR COUNCIL PRESIDENT

Greetings all!
I want to thank all of you that were able to adapt and be part of our virtual Annual
Meeting. It allowed us to move forward with the business of the church as well as have a
heartfelt conversation regarding in-person worship. We want to emphasize that we
recognize the want and the need our members are feeling. At the same time, we also
need to respect the safety and comfort level of those who would have to be in church to
lead the different aspects of the service. With the Lord's guidance, the staff and council
will continue to make moving to in-person worship a priority and will do so when so
guided. Thank you for your prayers, patience, and understanding.
In Isaiah 43:18-19 the Lord tells Israel, “Forget the former things; do not dwell on the
past. See, I am doing a new thing! Now it springs up; do you not perceive it? I am
making a way in the wilderness and streams in the wasteland.”
So what do those words have to do with St. Stephen? As we move forward, I would like
to encourage being open minded when it comes to how the missions of St. Stephen are
carried out. As an usher, I have heard jokingly “Are there still seats available?”, or
“I remember when we had to set additional chairs for services.”, pointing to the fact that
attendance is down. “What is that kid wearing now?”, pointing towards how we were
brought up to dress for church on Sundays. To be honest, I have said similar things and
I would guess most of you have as well in reference to different aspects of our church
life. Pastor Jen has mentioned in her sermons many times that 2020 brought about
adjustments that had to be made in how we do things both in our spiritual life as well as
our everyday life. Even when the pandemic is controlled we will need to move forward
and be open minded when it comes to “doing things differently”. St. Stephen faces the
reality of change in order to stay relevant as a congregation. Though we are steeped in
tradition, we may be asked to put aside our selfishness and look at different ways to
sustain our mission. Change in our spiritual life as well as our daily lives is inevitable.
Is that unsettling? It can be. That doesn’t mean it is always for the worse or that we
have to give up or forget our past. Rather, adapt and build on what we have learned.
God is making new streams in the wasteland as stated in Isaiah. We need to find ways
to sustain the waters purity for drinking as well as ways to navigate them in ways
pleasing to the Lord. I ask for your continued support and prayers as we make our way
going forward.
I would like to close this message with prayer.
Lord, we thank you for what you, through others, have done for us in our congregation.
We thank you for the gifts of our past. Heal any past hurts that may exist. Help us to
see what you are doing in our midst today. May we look ahead with hearts and lives
open to your will. Amen.
Peace,
Lloyd Zimmel

COUNCIL MINUTES ~ FEBRUARY 9, 2021
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Present via ZOOM: Pastor Jen, Lloyd Zimmel, Nancy Prigge, Sarah Lonsdorf, Pat Erdman, Chuck Johnson, Jim Von Rueden,
Kelly Brown, Nelda Hettinga, Verlyn Oelke, Jeff Blomquist, and Jackie Bushar.
The meeting opened at 5:38 pm with a devotion provided by Lloyd Zimmel.
A motion was made and passed to accept the January 12, 2021 Council minutes.
Pastor’s Report: A written report was provided. Pastor Jen highlighted that the Lay School has created a video explaining
classes and the registration process. She extended an invitation for everyone to check things out online. She will be
officiating the funeral for Jo Ann Lange this weekend.
President’s Report: No written report was provided.
Treasurer’s Report: A written report was provided. We are currently at an overall debt of $33,265.
These three reports were approved by motion and vote.
Committee Reports:
Education/Youth: No written report was provided. Sunday School is continuing online.
Good Stewards: No written report was provided.
Property: No written report was provided. Jim Von Rueden has contacted Thorson Painting to request a timeline on the
painting.
Worship: A written report was provided.
Trust Fund: Trust will meet tomorrow. Jeff reported that our January returns were trending down.
A motion was made and carried to accept these reports.
Old Business:
 Memorial Fund Review – There is no change to the priority order this month. Current Expense Fund is now
number one, Sustainability Trust Fund is number two, and the Technology Fund is number three.
 Annual Meeting Recap – February 7, 2021 @10:15 am. The meeting went smoothly considering it was our first
ZOOM meeting. We had 64 members in attendance.
 Re-opening Criteria for our Church – The Council discusses monthly the reopening statistics and the status of
our reopening. Once we have become more vaccinated as a community, we will look at changes to our
criteria. At this point, there will be no changes.
New Business:
 We continue to look at changing our bank for our electronic tithing in order to save monthly finance charges.
 Open Door has approached us about being part of their Hygiene Drive. Sarah asked Council about thoughts on
how to help our community. We will start collecting items on Ash Wednesday during the imposition of ashes
and will have a collection box inside the elevator door for anyone who wants to drop things off. Sarah will put
details in the Deacon's Spirit and an email will be sent out to those who have listed their email with Nancy.
 Council looked at the release form for allowing Dick Holster to represent our church in receiving the Roger
Wanta bequest.
 A motion was made and carried to approve January bills.
 The Council will continue to ask members to come forward to volunteer as Vice President/President Elect.
No member had volunteered at the time of the Annual Meeting, so a motion was made to allow Council to
approve someone at a later date.
Our next meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, March 9th at 5:30 pm with Jackie providing devotions.
Meeting was adjourned at 6:17 pm with the Lord’s Prayer.
Respectfully submitted,
Pat Erdman, Council Secretary
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DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME BEGINS MARCH 14TH!

Don’t forget to set your clocks ahead
1 hour on Saturday night, March 13th!

Return Service Requested
512 McClellan Street
Wausau, WI 54403-4882

St. Stephen Lutheran Church

Wausau, WI
54403-4882
Permit No. 398

PAID
Non-Profit Org.
U.S. Postage

