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Father’s Day Slide Show

Office Hours:
Wednesdays from 8am—3pm
Thursdays from 8am—12pm

We will be having a slide show honoring fathers on
Father’s Day which is Sunday, June 20th, during the
announcements. Please submit your favorite photo of
you and your father and/or a photo of you and your
children/grandchildren. Please, no more than one photo
from each category. All photos (submitted electronically)
must be to Nancy Henke by Wednesday, June 16th.
If you would like to submit a photo electronically, email
to nhenke@sslcwausau.com. It would be preferable to
have electronic submissions in a jpg. format. Please
include the names of the people in the photos with your
submissions. IF YOU SUBMITTED A PHOTO LAST YEAR,
THAT PHOTO WILL BE USED. If you have questions,
contact Nancy at 715-845-7858.

Deadlines:
Bulletin: Wednesday by 8:00 a.m.
Newsletter: 3rd Thursday of the month.
Facebook:
If you have a Facebook account, you
can watch videos of Pastor Jen’s tape
delayed sermons on our St. Stephen
Lutheran Church Facebook page.
Worship Telecast:
Our Worship Services are telecast on
cable channel 980 on Sundays at 12pm
(this is the previous Sundays’ service),
Mondays at 3pm, and Tuesdays at
10am and 10:30pm.
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FROM OUR PASTOR

Pastor Jen Hoffman/Phone: 715-581-7378/Email: pastorjenhoffman@sslcwausau.com

We know that all things work together for good for those who love God, who are
called according to God’s purpose. Romans 8:28
Grace and peace to you. By now, you should have received my letter to you
regarding the end of my call here at St. Stephen. 2020 and 2021 have been full
of so much change and transition that it is difficult for me to present you with
one more. But I was reminded on Pentecost of just how much the Holy Spirit
works through times like these.
Growing up watching my dad preach from the pulpit each week and engage with
church members, I always wondered how he knew when it was time to move on.
When I finally asked him, he said, “I stay until I feel I have used my gifts to stretch them in all the ways
that I can, and then I make room for the next person to do the same in different ways. And I pay
attention to the Holy Spirit. Sometimes it gives gentle nudges and sometimes they are more direct,
but they are difficult to ignore.” And of course, he prayed. A lot.
These nudges have become not so gentle for me over the last two years. And in all honesty, I didn’t
want to acknowledge them because I am comfortable here at St. Stephen. I have enjoyed my work of
preaching and healing and listening and building relationships and teaching. I have enjoyed quilting
with you and having coffee and desserts after church while checking in with you. I have been blessed to
engage in the sacraments with you: to pour water over the heads of the newly baptized, to place
crosses on the foreheads of those who, at least for now, are leaving us, and to place the bread and wine
in your hands as you knelt at the rail. I have enjoyed watching your children grow and celebrating
milestones with them, and I have been grateful for the trust you placed in me as we walked through the
more difficult moments of your lives together, wrestling with faith, illness, difficult news, heartache,
fear, and disappointment. I couldn’t have asked for a better first call. But I know deep in my soul that
you need what the person who follows me will offer, and I pray you will be open to it. There is so much
richness to be found in the Body of Christ here at St. Stephen, but there is also so much potential for
further learning and growth.
In John 15, Jesus tells his disciples that it is necessary for him to go away so that the Holy Spirit can
show up and work among them, revealing truth to the world. I am not Jesus, but it is now my time to
step away and allow the Holy Spirit to reveal the next step on your journey together here and guide you
forward. I am already praying that what the Holy Spirit reveals will bring you life and a renewed sense
of purpose.
A blessing and prayer: Gracious God, give the people of St. Stephen all that they need in the days
ahead as they move through this time of change. May God, who loves you and calls you into
meaningful work, walk with you, bringing all things together for good. Amen.
Peace,

Pastor Jen

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
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ANNIVERSARIES & BIRTHDAYS
Birthday Blessings
The following people are celebrating June Birthdays.
CONGRATULATIONS!!!

June 1st
Stuart Kuehl
June 2nd
Raymond Pasholk Jr.
Darlene Simmerman
June 4th
Deidre Kroeplin
June 7th
Faye Blarek
June 10th
Andrew Ralph
June 12th
Abigail Noschese
Jane Stotmeister
June 14th
Dawn Krueger
Nate Schmidt
June 15th
Wally Lewitzke
Carolyn Schirmer

June 16th
Gary Froseth
Cayden Kershaw
Thomas Kole
Maegan Matter
Julie Post
June 18th
Amanda Woller
June 19th
Diane Kemnitz
Karen Kromrei
Ken Mylly
June 20th
Darcy Harry
June 21st
Scott Romang
Ray Stotmeister
June 23rd
Bert Ruechel
Roger Zweck

June 24th
Bill Lonsdorf Jr.
Katie Wiskow
June 25th
Vicki Romang
June 26th
Doris Peterson
June 27th
Crystal Zernicke
June 30th
Arlene Loeffel
Eric Van Natta

Anniversaries

Funerals

The following couples are celebrating their
June Wedding Anniversaries.

“...in the sure and certain hope of the
resurrection to eternal life through our Lord
Jesus Christ, we commend to almighty
God...”

CONGRATULATIONS!!!
June 4th
Charles & Joyce Fromfeld
June 5th
Stuart & Caroline Kuehl
June 7th
Dick & Sue Holster
June 11th
Nathaniel & Ashley Lenoble
June 13th
Kevin & Jessica Fischer
Edward & Jane Schwede
June 14th
Jim & Kathy Seidel
June 17th
Harold & Betty Lou Peterson
Thomas & Amy Robinson
June 18th
Mike & Amy Korpela

June 19th
Don & Karen Kromrei
Noel & Rachel Tordsen
June 20th
Ben & Jenah Kasten
June 30th
John & Holly Jorgensen
Bill & Pat Lonsdorf

Mark Wiskow ~ April 13, 2021
Todd Mumford ~ April 23, 2021
Betty Pusheck ~ May 1, 2021
Donald Zietlow ~ May 8, 2021
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CONGREGATION NOTES
Crossways Camps
What is the plan for Summer Camp 2021? We are making plans to have
in-person camp in 2021. We anticipate that registrations will be limited to
50% capacity. Our plans are tentative and may change based on state/
federal mandates, input from our health officials, and best practices
emerging from the American Camp Association. We will communicate any
updates as they happen. If you have specific questions, please email:
info@crosswayscamps.org and we’ll direct your message to the best staff
person.

In Person Worship
Starting Sunday, June 6th, we will be moving to one service at 9am, in person
(limit of 70 people) and live streamed with communion.
Bulletins will be available for pick-up in the rear of the church or in the
Narthex. We ask that you take them with you and dispose/recycle them as
you so choose. Masks will be required and we also ask that you continue to
practice social distancing. Only Pastor Jen will be singing.

Retired???
There seems to be a little confusion about my retirement as a deacon of the
ELCA. This all started last fall when Jerry Mansholt was bishop. My ministry
at St. Stephen, he said, did not qualify as a “call” because it did not involve
enough hours. So technically, I have been without call for 5 years. You can
only be “without call” for a year. He said I had 2 choices; resign from the
ELCA roster or retire. Since I still was and wanted to remain as the Youth
Coordinator at St. Stephen, neither choice made any sense. But those were
my choices. He was insistent that either I retired or he would remove me from
the ELCA roster. So I retired. But I only retired as an active deacon from the
roster. I did not and do not wish to retire from St. Stephen as your Youth
Coordinator. There have not been any youth activities in our Synod or church
due to COVID. They will be starting up as things settle down. The National
Youth Gathering was moved from this summer to next summer in Minneapolis.
As of now, it will happen next year. We do have high schoolers who may go.
As we start in person church, it is great to again see and catch up with
everyone. See you soon. Not retired (mostly), Schmidty

Stephen’s Angels
Stephen’s Angels met in April to discuss activities that we could do in 2021.
Unfortunately, again, there will not be a church rummage sale, but we are
planning one again in 2022. We continue to collect for the sale. If you
would like to bring items in, please let the church know. We would like to try
our annual autumn auction; stay tuned for more information on that. We are
also planning on putting together fleece blankets for the UW Child Advocacy
Group (as we have done for the past 3 years). If you see a sale on fleece
blanket kits, let us now. We will also be taking donations for this. Have a
great summer!

Thank You Anna
The Worship and Music Committees would like to thank Anna Belongia for her
years of service as the Music Director at St. Stephen Lutheran Church.
We have appreciated her gifts for music and leadership and wish her the
best.

Benevolence
Through your support of St. Stephen in
the month of April 2021, we were able
to contribute to the following
ministry:
ELCA National & Synod Support $607
This is the third month of our unified
budget in which we now give four and
one half percent (4.5%) of our current
expense receipts and loose plate
offerings for benevolence. The above
amount is based on the income of
$13,642 for April.

St. Stephen
Family Checkbook
For the month of April 2021 and the
year to date, the St. Stephen family
checkbook looked like this:
April 1—30, 2021
What we received.....................$59,423.
What we spent..........................($20,867.)
Our balance................................$38,556.
January 1— April 30, 2021
What we received..................$112, 055.
What we spent.......................($ 86,434.)
Our balance.............................$ 25,621.

Order of Importance of
Memorials and
Other Special Offerings
Primary Funds:
Current Expense
Receipts, Sustainability Trust Fund, and
Technology Fund.
Secondary Funds: Bell Choir Fund, Brick
Maintenance (tuck pointing), Building
Improvement Fund, Choral Fund,
ELCA Scholarship Fund, Good Neighbor
Fund, Library Fund, Organ Fund,
Quilters Memorial Fund, Parish House
Alarm, and WELCA Clean Water Fund.
Other Funds:
Confirmation/National
Youth Gathering, Faith Enrichment Fund,
Major Church Improvement, Missionary
Sponsorship, Rooted in Faith (Crossways
Capital Improvement) Fund,
Seidel/Meyer Scholarship, Seminary
Scholarship, and World Hunger.
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WELCA NEWS/TRUST FUND NEWS

Committed to mobilizing women to act boldly on their faith in Jesus Christ.
Quilting Schedule: Summer 2021
St. Stephen Quilters will continue meeting during the summer months of 2021 (June, July,
and August) even though we haven’t done this in the past. Those who are interested can join us on
Thursday mornings starting at 8:30 a.m. until approximately noon. You may come and go as it fits
your schedule. Summer heat and humidity might make quilting uncomfortable at times -- so use your
own judgment as to how much heat you can tolerate and whether you want to attend on any given
Thursday. The group will continue meeting as long as there are enough workers to make it worthwhile.
You don’t need to be an experienced quilter. Some women lay out the fabric and cut the batting.
Others tie yarn. Some pin the fabric together, while others sew around the quilt. We can train you at
any of these tasks – whatever you are comfortable doing. We also have fun socializing while we work.
So we hope to see you there!

Trust Fund Challenge
The mission of the Trust Fund Committee is to manage bequests given to us from past members, invest wisely, and use the
returns to help benevolent causes in our community and beyond. As we continue to look for opportunities, one came up
this year that we believed as a group is worth our investment and has been a traditional focus for our congregation;
Crossways Camping Ministries.
With 2020 being a year of no activities, the Crossways team donated all their food stock and medical supplies to local
charities to prevent waste and non-use. As we exit COVID-19 restrictions Crossways will be re-opening with smaller
numbers of campers but the same mission; to serve our families and provide a wonderful opportunity to experience Christ
in the outdoors.
Because of their generosity, Crossways needs to restock the items they donated last year, food pantry items, medical/first
aid and other necessities borne out of the new reality of a post-COVID world. These are critical need items for them to
continue to serve our youth and families.
Earlier this month, the Trust Fund team allocated $500 for immediate payment to Crossways to help them fund re-stocking
for the 2021 camping season. Because we believe in this cause deeply, we would also like to match any St. Stephen
congregant’s donations as well, up to an additional $1,000.
If you feel moved to support Crossways Ministries, please send a check to St. Stephen with Crossways listed as the
donation item, and we will collect and send one check to them for their mission in the name of the St. Stephen. Again, the
Trust Fund will match your donation up to a total of $1,000.
If you already donated, please send an email, or call Nancy Henke and let her know the amount and we’ll include it in our
final amount for a match. We intend on finalizing our amount on Friday, June 18th.
We thank you for your consideration and hope we as a greater body can help ensure success for the 2021 Crossways
camping ministries.
Jeff Blomquist,
Trust Fund Chairman
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COUNCIL MINUTES ~ MAY 11, 2021

Present in person or online: Pastor Jen, Lloyd Zimmel, Sarah Lonsdorf, Pat Erdman, Chuck Johnson, Jim Von Rueden, Kelly Brown,
Nelda Hettinga, Verlyn Oelke, Jeff Blomquist, Nancy Prigge, and Jackie Bushar.
The meeting opened at 5:32 pm with a devotion provided by Verlyn.
A motion was made and passed to accept the April 13, 2021 Council minutes with the following amendment: Schmidty has
resigned from the Synod roster as deacon. He will continue on as SSLC Youth Coordinator on a voluntary basis when our youth
numbers warrant.
Pastor’s Report: No written report was provided. Pastor Jen reported that she returned from her medical leave on Thursday and
has prepped for two funerals. We will be worshipping with our fellow congregations in the Synod this Sunday. Lay School has
wrapped up for the year and she has started working on some future weddings.
President’s Report: A written report was provided. Lloyd echoed his pleasure with having the building open and people in
attendance at worship again!
Treasurer’s Report: A written report was provided. We are currently at an overall debt of $2,703*.
These three reports were approved by motion and vote.
Education/Youth: No written report was provided. Nancy recounted the effect of Covid on the Education/Youth Committee and
the difficulties planning activities. She asked Council for guidance on how to go forward as the church starts to reopen.
The suggestion was made to make fall the priority for future planning.
Good Stewards: No written report was provided.
Property: A written proposal was provided for a new microphone transmitter. Jim also reported that the painting has been
completed. We are still working on trying to stem the moisture issues.
Worship: No written report was provided.
Trust Fund: A written report was provided. Jeff reported that Trust will cover $5000 of the cost of the Sanctuary painting.
They will also be supporting Crossways with a $500 donation and are setting up a matching donation with our congregation
members for up to $1,000. They have also contributed to the Community Dinner.
A motion was made and carried to accept these reports.
Old Business:






Memorial Fund Review – There is no change to the priority order this month. Current Expense Fund is number one,
Sustainability Trust Fund is number two, and the Technology Fund is number three.
Return to in-person Worship. We had 50 members in attendance and all were respectful of the rules. A motion was
made and carried to go to a single Sunday service June 6th at 9 am with our “in-person” service being live streamed.
Council is using Google Meets for our meetings rather than Zoom.
We will continue with our current criteria for opening.

New Business:



In order to allow members to plan for weddings in the fall when we can’t know what our infection rate will be, a motion
was made and carried, that as long as the families assume all responsibilities for safety and contact tracing, and follow
the masking rules that are in place at the time of the wedding, our capacity limit could be raised to 110 (25% of our
capacity). The church would be available for a block of four hours for the wedding.
 A motion was made and carried to approve April bills.
 Anna Belongia, our Music Director, has submitted her resignation, effective as of June 1 st. A motion was made and
carried to accept her resignation.
 The Betty Blumenkamp bequest was $80,567. A motion was made and carried to put the amount in our Building
Improvement Fund (as Betty had requested).
 A portion of the Roger Wanta bequest has come in. We are unsure of the total amount of the bequest, but have received
$122,010 thus far. A motion was made and carried to put $40,000 in our Current Expense Fund to help pay bills until
our giving rebounds with the remainder being put in the Memorial Reserve Account. A decision of how best to use the funds
will be made once the full amount has come in.
 A motion was made and carried to purchase a new microphone system for worship at a cost of up to $1,100 to be taken
out of the Technology Fund.
 The Council will continue to ask members to come forward to volunteer as Vice President/President Elect. No member
had volunteered at the time of the Annual Meeting, so a motion was approved to allow Council to approve someone
at a later date.
Our next meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, June 8th at 5:30 pm with Pastor Jen providing devotions.
Meeting was adjourned at 7 pm with the Lord’s Prayer.
Respectfully submitted,
Pat Erdman, Council Secretary
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