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FROM OUR PASTOR

Pastor Jen Hoffman/Phone: 715-581-7378/Email: pastorjenhoffman@sslcwausau.com
“Therefore, since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom
we have obtained access to this grace in which we stand; and we boast in our hope of sharing the glory of God.
And not only that, but we also boast in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance, and endurance
produces character, and character produces hope, and hope does not disappoint us, because God’s love has been
poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit that has been given to us.” Roman 5:1-5
Greetings! Grace and peace to you in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. I pray that this newsletter
finds you well. There is no shortage of news and world events to grab our attention these days, and as we
engage them I hope that you are also taking time to care for yourselves. Depression, anxiety, fatigue, and
stress are real and they require special attention to our self-care. It is important that we are not only taking
time to spend with God in scripture and worship and prayer, but also to spend time (as we are able) with one
another doing things that bring us joy: moving our bodies, taking care to eat healthy, breathing deeply,
practicing the art of “being still”, and communicating with family and friends. Laughter and hugs are two healing activities; if you don’t have
someone near to hug, you can call someone up and find something to laugh about. It will do your spirit good.
I know many of you are probably wondering when we will be able to gather together again at St. Stephen Lutheran Church. The answer is:
I don’t know and probably not soon. Not the news you were hoping to hear, I’m sure. There are many factors that we are keeping in mind as
we work to determine when we will worship in person with one another, but those factors change on an almost daily basis. In this newsletter,
you will find the plan that our Shepherds of St. Stephen Team and our Council have put together in preparation for the day when we will
finally be together. Stage one will allow for groups of ten or less to be at church. Stage two allows for worship with 50 or less. We are not yet
in stage one. I know this is frustrating and I understand your true longing to be together. It’s natural. We are built, as a church, for
community. But here are a few things to consider as we wait:
1.

2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

When we are together for worship, we will not be singing, communing, hugging, shaking hands, sharing the peace, passing the
offering, lingering in the church, having coffee hour, opening parts of the building that aren’t the worship space, or speaking
together during the service.
We will be requiring masks in the building and physical distancing. Only immediate family that live with each other will be able
to sit together.
We will open the building right before worship and usher people out right after.
The pastor will not be available before or after worship to chat.
The fans/air will not be running during services, and you know how hot our building gets.
According to every rubric, even the ones being used by people who have already opened their doors, people over the age of 65
(or 60 in some) are advised not to attend. That’s many of us!

These are just some of the pieces that will be different when we gather together again. Right now, we can do so much more electronically
than we would be able to do in person. Seeing people face to face IS important, so we are continuing to add opportunities for that for as
many people as possible. In June, we started having virtual coffee hour over Zoom and have had good results. I also posted a video asking
members to contact me if they desired a “distanced” visit. I am willing to come to your house and sit in a chair in your driveway or yard and
talk to you (masked of course) from a safe distance away or via phone while looking at you through your door or window. My calendar is
starting to fill up! We are also bringing the services on DVD to those of you who need another option for viewing the services. I’m excited that
we have figured this out and are making it happen!
Just remember, God has prepared us for times such as these. We know that the heart of the church is not a building. We know that God is
everywhere and with us always, and our call to mission reaches into all places. And we know that even now the Holy Spirit is revealing new
ways for us to engage our faith and share our gifts...maybe in ways we never thought possible! God works through all things, and we have a
wonderful opportunity to allow God to work through us even now. I look forward to hearing from you about all the things God is doing
through you today.
This is a quote from Martin Luther discussing the Bubonic Plague: In a letter to Rev. Dr. John Hess, found in Luther’s Works, Volume 43
p. 132, as “Whether one may flee from a Deadly Plague,” Luther writes: “I shall ask God mercifully to protect us. Then I shall fumigate, help
purify the air, administer medicine and take it. I shall avoid places and persons where my presence is not needed in order not to become
contaminated and thus perchance inflict and pollute others and so cause their death as a result of my negligence. If God should wish to take
me, he will surely find me and I have done what he has expected of me and so I am not responsible for either my own death or the death of
others. If my neighbor needs me however I shall not avoid place or person but will go freely as stated above. See this is such a God-fearing
faith because it is neither brash nor foolhardy and does not tempt God.”
Blessings and peace,

Pastor Jen

FROM OUR COUNCIL PRESIDENT
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The peace of the Lord be with you.
I find myself remembering my last church service in the sanctuary and wondering, as you probably are too, "When can we
worship in our church building again?" This is what we have put together. A task force was formed, named Stephen's
Shepherds, and they have put together a plan for reopening our building. There are two phases, with dates not currently
being applied to either. The dates will be determined by our county's and city's positive Covid case count with no specific
date set for phase one. Both phases used recommendations from the CDC, our church synod, and our community officials
with the health and safety of all our members being the top priority. The plan then went to the Executive Board and the
Church Council. Our goal is to make gathering together for worship as safe as we can.
Included in this newsletter mailing is the copy of the plan for reopening and a survey for all family groups to complete.
This survey is a way for us to determine what you are comfortable doing.
As Pastor Jen has outlined, worship at church will be quite different and we may again need to make changes if our local
Covid case count starts to climb.
We have been blessed with a pastor, council, and staff who all realize the potential danger and unpredictability of this virus
and who put our safety in the forefront. I would like to thank all of you who have taken the time to call, write, and send
cards to many of our St. Stephen family.
Thank you to all who have continued to send in their monetary offerings to the church and to those who have given extra
to help prevent increased debt during this time.
If you have comments, questions, or ideas you can contact any of the Executive Board.
President: Sarah Lonsdorf / slonsdorf3202@gmail.com
Vice President: Dick Lind / rlind7100@gmail.com
Treasurer: Dick Holster / Dick@Holstercontruction.com
Secretary: Pat Erdman / pkerdmeister@gmail.com
I love my church family and I pray for you all the time.
God's Blessings,
Sarah Lonsdorf

St. Stephen was scheduled to host a Community Dinner on April 19, 2020 at First Presbyterian Church. Because of the
COVID-19 pandemic, instead of preparing the meal, St. Stephen sent $150to First Presbyterian for the meal.
For the past several months, First Presbyterian has continued to provide Community Dinners with some adjustments.
Most often, pre-packaged meals are purchased from area restaurants to hand out to people. A very limited number of
people hand out the meals to people outside of the church to take with them. Volunteers wear face masks, perform social
distancing, and conduct disinfection protocols.
St Stephen is scheduled to host another Community Dinner in November.
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COUNCIL MINUTES ~ JUNE 9, 2020

Present via ZOOM: Pastor Jen, Jim Lee, Dick Lind, Sarah Lonsdorf, Pat Erdman, Dick Holster, Jim Von Rueden, Nancy Prigge,
Kelly Brown, Nelda Hettinga, Jeff Blomquist, and Andrew Griesman.
The meeting opened at 5:35 pm with a lesson and devotion given by Andrew Griesman.
A motion was made and passed to accept the May 12, 2020 Council minutes.
Pastor’s Report: Pastor Jen reported that she has been attending bi-weekly Synod meetings. She presided over an outdoor
funeral this past week and is doing planning for the funerals of Shelly Green and Joan Erdman. One of two scheduled
weddings for this fall has been postponed until next year. Pastor Jen continues to call members, hold meetings with staff, and
plan the video presentations for Sunday services. An online fellowship coffee hour will be attempted this Sunday after our
service.
President’s Report: No written report was provided; Sarah’s report will be included in the Deacon's Spirit.
Treasurer’s Report: A written report was provided. The folks leasing the Parsonage are now living in there. We have
gained a little ground on our debt this past month; our current deficit is down to $51,899. Little Scholars is totally up to date
on their rent.
Committee Reports:
Education/Youth: No written report was provided. There has not been a regular meeting scheduled, but Pastor Jen met with
Schmidty about honoring our recent graduates.
Good Stewards: No written report was provided. Kelly reported that our contribution to First Presbyterian Church was
used to purchase food prepared by local restaurants for those in need. We are signed up to help with our next meal in
November.
Property: No written report was provided. Jim reported that a repair was done to the shower in the Parsonage.
Worship: No written report was provided. Nelda gave a recap of the last meeting and the process we are planning to use
for services when we once again meet in church. We continue to look at volunteer needs and safe service practices.
Trust Fund: A written report was submitted. Jeff commented that the Trust Fund has granted $2000 for Missionary
Sponsorship, and $500 has been designated to help with costs associated with re-opening the church for services. Trust is not
scheduled to meet in July or August, but can meet if needed.
A motion was made and carried to accept these reports.
Old Business:
 Copier contracts have been canceled.
 Due to the high cost and limited time slots, we will not continue looking at getting our Sunday services on the radio.
 Memorial Fund Review – There are no changes to the priority order this month. Current Expense Fund is at number
one, Sustainability Trust Fund is number two, and Good Neighbor Fund is number three.
New Business:
 St. Stephen is NOT at phase one of the recovery plan, there should not be any meetings held at church at this time.
 Our New Normal – The Council has approved a Congregation Plan for the step by step reopening of St. Stephen for
phases one and two.
 The Council will determine which phase we are at in conjunction with the Synod and other area ELCA churches.
Our goal is to provide the safest worship environment possible for our members.
 There will be a Deacon's Spirit sent out in July with a great deal of information about what has been going on at
St. Stephen and how we are going to proceed going forward. It will also include a paper copy of the survey that
will be emailed to those members who are able and willing to fill out the survey online. The information collected will
be very useful in helping the Council make decisions about our plans for reopening.
 A motion was made and carried to approve May bills.
Our next Executive meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, July 7th at 5:30 pm. If a Council meeting is needed, we will schedule
one for July 14th.
Meeting was adjourned at 7:35 pm with the Lord’s Prayer.
Respectfully submitted,
Pat Erdman, Council Secretary
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ANNIVERSARIES & BIRTHDAYS
Anniversaries

Benevolence

The following couples are celebrating their
July Wedding Anniversaries.

Through your support of St. Stephen
in the month of May 2020, we were
able to contribute to the following
ministry:

CONGRATULATIONS!!!
July 1st
Gene & Darlene Simmerman
July 4th
Chuck & Kim Kershaw
July 10th
Duane & Elizabeth Wolfe
July 12th
Kim & Barbara Brandt
Aaron & Diane Krueger
Kim & Barbara Brandt
July 14th
Don & Kathy Oakland
July 20th
James & Kaitlyn Ritter
Ray & Sharon Schirmer

July 22nd
Jim & Bonnie Von Rueden
July 23rd
Norlan & Geraldine Kowalski
Dick & Beth Lind
July 24th
Russell & Julie Post
July 25th
Marko & Nancy Zelich
July 26th
Shane & Amanda Woller
July 31st
John & Elizabeth Beilke
Mark & Judy Spear

The following people are
celebrating July Birthdays.
CONGRATULATIONS!!!
July 16th
Joyce Fromfeld
Walter Grau
Ramona Hanke
Sue Holster
Lisa Koch
July 17th
Charles Fromfeld
Verlyn Oelke
July 18th
Linda Salzman
July 19th
Vanessa Koehler
July 20th
Dianna Busha
July 21st
Richard Shipway
July 23rd
Annika Tordsen
July 24th
Susan Johnson
Debbie Kasten
Jeffrey Will

This is the fourth month of our unified
budget in which we now give four and
one half percent (4.5%) of our current
expense receipts and loose plate
offerings for benevolence. The above
amount is based on the income of
$17,182 for May.

St. Stephen
Family Checkbook
For the month of May 2020 and the
year to date, the St. Stephen family
checkbook looked like this:
May 1—31, 2020
What we received....................$22,380.
What we spent.........................($18,198.)
Our balance...............................$ 4,182.

Birthday Blessings

July 4th
Lloyd Zimmel
July 6th
Calliope Griesman
Alex LaChapelle
Helen Schoepke
July 7th
Janean Andrus
July 8th
Kathleen Jaecks
Clara Lind
Dave Skola
Jim Von Rueden
July 9th
Nancy Zelich
July 11th
Ben Roble
Frank Wanta
July 12th
Barbara Brandt
July 13th
Jim Boerner

ELCA National & Synod Support $773

July 25th
Sharon Hopp
July 26th
Christine Baumann
Zadra Luedtke
July 28th
Betty Pusheck
July 29th
Anna Belongia
Sandra Moss
Jakob Tordsen
July 31st
Andrew Griesman
Cole Hannes
Beth Lind
Judy Spear

January 1—May 31, 2020
What we received..................$106,917.
What we spent.......................($112,256.)
Our balance............................($ 5,339.)

Order of Importance of
Memorials and Other
Special Offerings
Primary:
Current Expense Receipts,
Sustainability Trust Fund, and Good
Neighbor Fund.
Secondary:
Bell Choir Fund, Brick
Maintenance (tuck pointing), Building
Improvement Fund, Choral Fund,
ELCA Scholarship Fund, Library Fund,
Organ Fund, Quilters Memorial Fund,
Parish House Alarm, Technology Fund,
and WELCA Clean Water Fund.
Other:
Confirmation/National Youth
Gathering, Faith Enrichment Fund,
Major Church Improvement, Missionary
Sponsorship, Rooted in Faith (Crossways
Capital Improvement) Fund,
Seidel/Meyer Scholarship, Seminary
Scholarship, and World Hunger.
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COVID-19 CONGREGATION PLAN

COVID PHASE 2 SERVICE SURVEY
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The Council of St. Stephen is asking for your input as we look at the best way to start re-opening
our church for services in the future. This short survey will also be emailed to those who get
church information via the internet. You can either fill out the survey online, mail back the one
below, or call Pat Erdman at 715-845-1268 with your answers if you'd prefer.
This survey is to find out congregation members' preference for scheduling church services when
we are limited to 50 attendees. It will be used only for planning purposes.

Please mail your survey to: Pat Erdman, 1212 Gilbert Street, Wausau, WI 54403
OR call me with your preference at 715-845-1268
OR fill out the online survey when it is mailed to you.
Thanks so much! The Council appreciates your input!
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