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TAKE TIME
Take time to gaze at a sunset sky
Where colors blaze to dazzle the eye.
Take time to watch a moonlit sea
And look in awe at a towering tree.
Take time to look in the heart of a flower
Adorned with diamonds from a gentle shower.
Take time to view a mountain high
With snowy peak ‘gainst bluest sky
Take time to listen to the song of birds
A paean of joy without need of words.

512 McClellan Street
Wausau, WI 54403-4882
Phone: 715-845-7858
Website: www.sslcwausau.com
Email address:
info@sslcwausau.com
Office Hours:
The office is currently closed
due to COVID-19.
Deadlines:
Bulletin: Wednesday by 8:00 a.m.
Newsletter: 3rd Thursday of the month.
Facebook:
If you have a Facebook account, you
can watch videos of Pastor Jen’s tape
delayed sermons on our St. Stephen
Lutheran Church Facebook page.
Worship Telecast:
Our Worship Services are telecast on
cable channel 980 on Sundays at 12pm
(this is the previous Sundays’ service),
Mondays at 3pm, and Tuesdays at
10am and 10:30pm.

Take time to tell your closest friend
Your love and loyalty will never end.
Take time to stop and stand and stare
At wonders round you everywhere.
Author ~ Unknown
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FROM OUR PASTOR

Pastor Jen Hoffman/Phone: 715-581-7378/Email: pastorjenhoffman@sslcwausau.com

As we move into the year 2021, I can actually hear us all breathing a giant sigh of
relief. There is always an expectation that January 1 presents us with a clean slate
and 365 new days to fill with our hopes and dreams. But it isn’t long before we
realize that a new year hasn’t erased past hurts, losses, failures, and all that we wish
we could leave behind in 2020. The pandemic won’t magically have disappeared,
our loved ones that have died won’t suddenly appear and fill the spaces they always
occupied, and the world won’t revert back automatically to the way it was at the
beginning of last year when things were the “normal” with which we were familiar. But this is not cause
for despair. All of the happenings of 2020 have come together to form one more piece of the unique
makeup that is us, and we are beautiful...just as Christ with all his wounds and hurts rising from the
dead is beautiful. And we give things with this new year that every single day IS a new day for us.
The life we have in Jesus, poured out for us through his blood and washed over us in the waters of our
baptism gives us that clean slate every single day and reminds us of just how loved we are. We are
defined not by what has happened to us, but by who Jesus makes us. And with that, all that happens to
us is framed by that love and that identity, too. So if we have experienced unbearable loss, we have
done so as a child of God who knows Christ’s presence every moment tending to our wounds and
holding us up when we fear we will fall. When we feel we are at our wits end, our patience shot, we are
surrounded by a community of brothers and sisters in Christ who breathe patience for us and keep us
grounded in the things of God that really matter. And when we feel alone, we receive a card, a letter,
a phone call, an awe-inspiring moment in nature that shows us just how active the Holy Spirit is in
keeping us connected to each other and to God.
Psalm 126 speaks very much to the hope we have for a “harvest of joy” in 2021 and the rejoicing in
which we long to participate. It reads:
“When the Lord restored the fortunes of Zion, we were like those who dream. Then our mouth was
filled with laughter, and our tongue with shouts of joy; then it was said among the nations, ‘The Lord
has done great things for them.’ The Lord has done great things for us, and we rejoiced. Restore our
fortunes, O Lord, like the watercourses in the Negev. May those who sow in tears reap with shouts
of joy. Those who go out weeping, bearing the seed for sowing, shall come home with shouts of
joy, carrying their sheaves.”
Many of us carry deep wounds from this past year. Together, we raise our voices to our Lord and ask
him to bring healing where needed, strength and peace in abundance, and always love for us and for
one another. Together, we will rejoice. Together we can rejoice, even now. So take heart, brothers
and sisters in Christ. The Holy Spirit continues its work, and we have been equipped to continue God’s
ministry of love and reconciliation in the world.
Peace in Christ,

Pastor Jen

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
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ANNIVERSARIES & BIRTHDAYS
Birthday Blessings
The following people are celebrating
January Birthdays.
CONGRATULATIONS!!!

January 1st
Chuck Johnson
January 2nd
Darleen Fust
Penny Windorski
January 3rd
Travis Teske
Noel Tordsen
January 4th
Connie Schneider
Audrey Viergutz
January 6th
Michael Zahrt
January 7th
Anna Dodds
Duane Wolfe
January 9th
Isaac Stuhr
January 11th
Norma Bandock
Roger Hackbart
Bennett Korpela
January 12th
Nancy Prigge
January 14th
Violet Hackbart
January 15th
Rebecca Hebda
Ashley Kumm
January 17th
Amy Korpela
Shirley Schwede
Andrew Wiskow
January 18th
Ruth Grell

January 20th
Dawn Felch
January 22nd
William Lewitzke
Russell Post
Bradley Smith
January 24th
Jeff Busha
January 25th
Chad Deffner
Dave Hardinger
Kathy Oakland
January 26th
Nancy Henke
January 29th
Andora Griesman
Jim Seidel
January 30th
Jim Sekaney
January 31st
David Bushar Jr.

Funeral
“...in the sure and certain hope of the
resurrection to eternal life through our
Lord Jesus Christ, we commend to
almighty God...”
Mabel Eggebrecht
November 16, 2020
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CONGREGATION NOTES
Annual Meeting
The Annual Meeting of St. Stephen Lutheran Church is scheduled for Sunday,
February 7, 2021. We are hoping it can be held in our sanctuary, but it may
need to be held virtually. We will keep you posted on this. To get the
Annual Report out to you, we need your help. We will be sending it out
electronically on Thursday, January 21st, to all who have their email address
registered with the church. If you want a paper copy of the report, please
call the church at 715-845-7858 or email Nancy at nhenke@sslcwausau.com.
A box with the reports will be placed by the doors of the office entrance
(where Little Scholars come in) beginning Monday, January 25th. Please
come during the day between 8am and 5:30pm. If you would like the report
delivered to you, there are several Council members who are willing to do so;
let the office know. As the report is approximately 35 pages, we are trying
to reduce the cost by getting the report out to members by other means.
Thank you for your cooperation.

Important Tax Information
Checks and money must be delivered by hand or mail, and postmarked on or
before December 31, 2020 in order to claim a charitable deduction for
2020. Checks that are placed in the church offering at the first service of
January 2020, WILL NOT QUALIFY FOR A CHARITABLE DEDUCTION IN
2020, even if the check was dated for 2020, or was actually written in 2020.
To ensure the deductibility of your church contributions, please do not file
your 2020 income tax return until you have received a written
acknowledgment of your contributions from the church. You may lose a
deduction for some contributions if you file your tax return before receiving a
written acknowledgment. A form requesting your year end tax statement is in
this issue of the Deacon's Spirit. Forms will also be available in the back of
the church and by the church office. If you prefer, you can email Bill Dunker
at bdunker@sslcwausau.com and give the following information: name, street
address, and envelope number (optional). If you do not have email, you can
call the church office at 715-845-7858 to request a form. You leave your
name and envelope number (if you know it) and indicate that you want a tax
statement. Completed forms can be placed in the brown box in the back of
the church, mailed in, dropped off at the office, or put in with the offering.
Statements will be ready by January 17, 2021. ALL STATEMENTS WILL BE
MAILED THIS YEAR BECAUSE OF COVID. If you have questions, you may call
the church office at 715-845-7858.

Re-Opening Plan
The St. Stephen Congregation Council has approved criteria for our church to
resume gathering together at Phase One and Phase Two as outlined by the
Stephen’s Shepherds Committee. The determination to open is based on the
criteria from the Department of Health Services and specific to Marathon
County data (not statewide data). The Council will use this website: https://
www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/covid-19/local.htm for the information related to
the number of Covid cases and the trend (whether cases are increasing,
decreasing, or remaining constant). All of this information is reported as the
“Activity Level” and is updated each Wednesday. We will move to Phase
One when we have TWO CONSECUTIVE WEEKS of the Activity Level at
“Medium”. We will move to Phase Two when we have FOUR CONSECUTIVE
WEEKS of the Activity Level at “Medium”. If at any time we are open and
the Activity Level becomes “High”, we will continue our present (closed)
procedures at St. Stephen.

Benevolence
Through your support of St. Stephen in the
month of November 2020, we were able to
contribute to the following ministry:
ELCA National & Synod Support

$556

This is the ninth month of our unified budget
in which we now give four and one half
percent (4.5%) of our current expense
receipts and loose plate offerings for
benevolence. The above amount is based
on the income of $12,355 for November.

St. Stephen
Family Checkbook
For the month of November 2020 and the
year to date, the St. Stephen family
checkbook looked like this:
November 1—30, 2020
What we received....................$46,354.
What we spent.........................($20,388.)
Our balance...............................$25,966.
January 1—November 30, 2020
What we received..................$246,393.
What we spent.......................($226,284.)
Our balance.............................$ 20,109.
The received includes an additional
payment of $28,271. During November,
St. Stephen received this amount of revenue
through the Payroll Protection Program.
This was a program for small businesses
because of COVID. It was used to help pay
for salaries, benefits, and utilities for an
eight week period during the pandemic.

Order of Importance of
Memorials and
Other Special Offerings
Primary Funds: Current Expense Receipts,
Sustainability Trust Fund, and Technology
Fund.
Secondary Funds: Bell Choir Fund, Brick
Maintenance (tuck pointing), Building
Improvement Fund, Choral Fund,
ELCA Scholarship Fund, Good Neighbor
Fund, Library Fund, Organ Fund, Quilters
Memorial Fund, Parish House Alarm,
and WELCA Clean Water Fund.
Other Funds: Confirmation/National Youth
Gathering, Faith Enrichment Fund,
Major Church Improvement, Missionary
Sponsorship, Rooted in Faith (Crossways
Capital
Improvement)
Fund,
Seidel/Meyer Scholarship, Seminary
Scholarship, and World Hunger.

6

NOVEMBER & DECEMBER MEMORIALS
NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2020 MEMORIALS
In loving memory of DeHart Wiederhoeft
Good Neighbor Fund -- $3765
Family and Friends
In loving memory of Mike Kohnhorst
Current Expense Fund -- $1000
Family and Friends
Choir Fund

In loving memory of Mabel Eggebrecht –
Peter & Joy Wollenzien
Current Expenses
In loving memory of Mike Kohnhorst –
Phyliss Ament
In loving memory of Janet Kriescher –
Phyliss Ament
In loving memory of Rosy Roloff –
Mary Ann Aschbrenner
In loving memory of DeHart & Grace Wiederhoeft –
Heidi Erdmann
In loving memory of Bill Pusheck –
Ruth Fail
In loving memory of DeHart Wiederhoeft –
Kathryn Haueisen
In loving memory of Mabel Eggebrecht, Shelley Green, Bill Pusheck, and Irene Schoepke –
Elaine Hoppe
In loving memory of Bill Pusheck –
Arnie & Jo Ann Lange
In loving memory of DeHart Wiederhoeft –
Arnie & Jo Ann Lange
In loving memory of Mabel Eggebrecht –
Bill Lonsdorf
In memory of loved ones at Christmas –
LaVern Machel

NOVEMBER & DECEMBER MEMORIALS
Current Expenses
In loving memory of Bill Pusheck –
Don & Kathy Oakland
In loving memory of Rosy Roloff –
Jane Seubert
In loving memory of Rosy Roloff –
Gail Sowell
In loving memory of Bill Pusheck –
The Women of St. Stephen
In loving memory of Mabel Eggebrecht –
Joanne Zunker
Good Neighbor Fund
In loving memory of Mike Kohnhorst –
Sarah Lonsdorf
In loving memory of Janet Kriescher –
Sarah Lonsdorf
In loving memory of Nola Lonsdorf –
Sarah Lonsdorf
In loving memory of DeHart Wiederhoeft –
Sarah Lonsdorf
Organ Fund
In loving memory of DeHart & Grace Wiederhoeft –
Kelly Brown
Quilting Fund
In loving memory of Mike Kohnhorst –
Herb Yolitz
Seidel Meyer Pastoral Ministry Fund
In loving memory of Harold & Sue Kratwell, Kenneth & Sadie Borth, and Norm & Bertha Zietlow –
Ron & Sandy Borth and Family
Sustainability Trust Fund
In loving memory of Mike Kohnhorst, Bill Pusheck, and DeHart Wiederhoeft –
Pat Erdman
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TAX STATEMENT REQUEST FORM
Technology Fund

In loving memory of DeHart Wiederhoeft –
Roger & Pam Hackbart
In loving memory of Mike Kohnhorst –
Arnie & Jo Ann Lange
In loving memory of Mabel Eggebrecht –
Sarah Lonsdorf
In loving memory of Bill Pusheck –
Sarah Lonsdorf
In loving memory of Mike Kohnhorst –
Lloyd & Wendy Zimmel
WELCA Fund
In loving memory of Mike Kohnhorst –
Tim & Dawn Hahn, Leon & Sharon Pittsley, Kevin Rick, Glenda Schilling, Bill & Patty Zimmerman, and
Ross Zimmerman

REQUEST FOR YEAR END TAX STATEMENT
Please complete the following if you want a print out of your 2020 contributions
before you complete your 2020 income tax return. Completed forms can be placed in
the labeled box in the back of the church, mailed in, or dropped off at the office.
Statements will be ready on or before January 17 2021. Blank forms are also
available in the back of the church and by the church office.
Envelope Number (Optional) _______________
Name _______________________________________________________
Street Address ________________________________________________
City, State, Zip ________________________________________________
Tax statements will be mailed.

COUNCIL MINUTES ~ DECEMBER 8, 2020
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Present via ZOOM: Pastor Jen, Lloyd Zimmel, Jim Lee, Sarah Lonsdorf, Pat Erdman, Dick Holster, Jim Von Rueden, Kelly Brown, Nelda
Hettinga, Nancy Prigge, and Andrew Griesman.
The meeting opened at 5:33 pm with a devotion provided by Sarah Lonsdorf.
A motion was made and passed to accept the November 10, 2020 Council minutes.
Pastor’s Report: A written report was provided. Pastor Jen added she will be working with other pastors in town on a group Christmas
service. She noted that the reservation sheet for the later Christmas Eve service is filling fast. The earlier services are very available.
President’s Report: No written report was provided. Sarah reported that she continues to send out cards to members.
Treasurer’s Report: A written report was provided. We are currently at an overall debt of $26,451 and yearly we are ahead by
$20,109. The numbers have improved greatly because the PPP loan from the government has been forgiven by $28,271 of what was
borrowed.
Education/Youth: No written report was provided. Nancy had nothing to add at this point; no big changes have happened since the
start of the school year. Sunday School has been going pretty well overall through Zoom.
Good Stewards: No written report was provided. We sent First Presbyterian $150 to cover the Community Dinner we were scheduled to
host in November.
Property: No written report was provided. Jim Von Rueden has requested quotes for the cost to replaster and paint the east wall of the
sanctuary from Thorson Painting and Omni Painting. There was some leaking into the lower level of Little Scholars in fall because of rain
runoff. It has been patched up and painting will happen in spring.
Worship: A written report was provided.
A motion was made and carried to accept these reports.
Trust Fund: A written report was submitted. Many thank-you cards have been received for funds distributed last month.
A motion was made and carried to accept the Trust Fund report.
Old Business:
 Memorial Fund Review – There is no change to the priority order this month. Current Expense Fund is now number one,
Sustainability Trust Fund is number two, and the Technology Fund is number three.
 Annual Meeting notification and Annual Report distribution – We are looking at an email process. It is 35 pages! We will also
ask people to request paper copies with a phone call to Nancy.
 We do not need to legally pass any resolutions in order to hold the Annual Meeting via Zoom if that need arises.
 Re-opening criteria for our church – The Council discusses monthly the reopening statistics and the status of our reopening. Due to
the change in the Department of Health Services Website, we will be looking for Medium Activity rather than Moderate Activity
to determine our return status. We will not be making any changes this month except for the one time exception for our
Christmas Eve services.
New Business:
 The 2021 Budget is in the works. Dick outlined some of the changes for next year’s budget. A motion was made to approve
the proposed 2021 budget with the 438.50 line item (real estate taxes on Parsonage) to be adjusted when the bill arrives.
The motion carried.
 A resolution was made to keep Dick Holster as our contact person, having the authority to sign documents in regard to the
Roger Wanta and Betty Blumenkamp estates. This will ease the transition to our new Treasurer next year while those
estates are being finalized. The motion was made and approved. Dick Holster will also continue to be our liaison with Little
Scholars and in the rental of the Parsonage.
 Discussed how best to use the memorial gifts we will be receiving, given the stipulations of those estates.
 We are still seeking volunteers/nominations for the following positions for next year’s Council: Vice President/Future
President and 1 Member at Large. All open positions are available to nominations from the floor.
 Two members have requested transfers out of St. Stephen. One member has found a church in her new community and one has
transferred to a local church.
 A motion was made and carried to approve November bills.
 We are transferring $30,000 from checking back into the Memorial Reserve Account.
Our next meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, January 12th, 2021 at 5:30 pm with Pat providing devotions.
Meeting was adjourned at 7:10 pm with the Lord’s Prayer.
Respectfully submitted,
Pat Erdman, Council Secretary
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A LOOK BACK

MEMORIES FROM THE PAST
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