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Office Hours:
The office is currently closed
due to COVID-19.
Deadlines:
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Facebook:
If you have a Facebook account, you
can watch videos of Pastor Jen’s tape
delayed sermons on our St. Stephen
Lutheran Church Facebook page.
Worship Telecast:
Our Worship Services are telecast on
cable channel 980 on Sundays at 12pm
(this is the previous Sundays’ service),
Mondays at 3pm, and Tuesdays at
10am and 10:30pm.

Now there were
in the same country
shepherds living
out in the fields,
keeping watch over
their flock by night.
And behold,
an angel of the Lord
stood before them,
and the glory of the Lord
shone around them, and
they were greatly afraid.
Then the angel
said to them,
“Do not be afraid,
for behold, I bring you
good tidings of great joy
which will be to all people.
For there is born to you
this day in the city of David
a Savior, who
is Christ the Lord.
And this will be
the sign to you:
You will find a Babe
wrapped in
swaddling cloths,
lying in a manger.”
Luke 2:8-12
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FROM OUR PASTOR

Pastor Jen Hoffman/Phone: 715-581-7378/Email: pastorjenhoffman@sslcwausau.com
Greetings and Happy Advent! We have entered together into the season of the church year that
lifts up a sense of waiting and expectation. We reflect on our life lived in Christ as we wait for the
day we will remember the incarnation (Jesus) and ponder the waiting still to come when Christ
will fully usher in a new heaven and a new earth and crying and pain and injustice will be no more.
Sometimes this period of waiting brings with it a sense of being “stuck”...unable to move forward
or back. And I must admit that I am terrible at waiting. There is a reason I put off buying
Christmas or birthday gifts until the last moment. If I don’t, I end up giving those presents out
early and having to buy another one later because I just can’t wait to give it to whomever I bought
it for! But God asks us to wait, and to be ready for what is to come. There is no being “stuck” in
this time. Readying ourselves for the coming of Christ involves both quiet reflection AND action. It’s a time of “spring
cleaning” within ourselves and enacting God’s love for all people in the world around us. And most importantly, it is
leaning on the trust we have in God that the “new thing” God promised to God’s people IS Jesus Christ, who was and is
and always will be the source of our life and salvation.
Here is what awaits us this Advent season:
1) Mid-week Advent services will be taking place at 6:00 pm on Wednesday evenings on our Facebook page. These
will be short, reflective services that encourage all kinds of ways to engage your senses in worship as we watch
and wait. If you journal, draw, or color, you may want to have your favorite tools handy for the services. If you
prefer to just sit quietly and ponder, by all means bring your thinking cap! I pray these services will be a healing
balm for us in the coming weeks leading to Christmas.
2) In person Christmas Eve services. As I mentioned last month, the council voted to allow for four, 30 minute
Christmas Eve services this year. The services will take place at 2:00, 3:00, 4:00, and 5:00 pm. Because attendance
at these services will be limited, we are asking you to call the church and reserve a seat(s) for ONE of the services.
To do this, call the church and LEAVE A MESSAGE with your NAME, NUMBER OF PEOPLE WHO WILL BE
ATTENDING from your family unit, PREFERRED SERVICE TIME, and your PHONE NUMBER. Nancy will listen to
the messages and call you back to let you know that she received it and whether or not there is still space available
at the service time you requested. If not, you may be asked to attend an alternate service time. Please be aware
that masks and social distancing will be observed during the services. We will also be streaming live all four
services for those who feel more comfortable joining from home! Also know that although we will do what we can
to have our sanctuary familiarly decorated for the season, the service itself will look different. Our hope is that it
will prove to be just as meaningful as we observe, once again, the birth of Jesus.
3) As you know, the pandemic continues to affect us. Some of us might be experiencing hardships for which we
weren’t prepared, whether monetary or assistance-wise. If you find yourself in a difficult situation, there are
resources available at St. Stephen to help you. To learn what is available, you may call me (Pastor Jen) directly at
715-581-7378. Due to a generous gift from one of our members, we have funds in our Good Neighbor account
specifically designated for helping you, our members, as well as additional funds for members of the larger
community. Thank you all for your generosity in thinking of the needs of others!
4) Hopefully you had a chance to watch the Thanksgiving Eve service done in collaboration with several of our local
ELCA churches. If not, I encourage you to do so! December is an excellent month to lift up our thanksgivings to
God and remember that God is the source of all that we have and all that we are.

Pastor Jen

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
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ANNIVERSARIES & BIRTHDAYS
Birthday Blessings

Anniversaries

The following people are celebrating
December Birthdays.

The following couples are celebrating their
December Wedding Anniversaries.

CONGRATULATIONS!!!

CONGRATULATIONS!!!

December 1st
Jo Ann Lange
Doug Smith
December 2nd
Sharon Lohrey
December 6th
Cathy Bandock
Grace Luetschwager
December 9th
Briana Gutowski
Paul Oestreich
December 10th
Thomas Harry
John Teske
Herb Yolitz
December 11th
Dimitri den Otter
December 13th
Josslyn Phillips
December 14th
Grace Pregont

December 17th
Michael Meuret
December 18th
Isaac Fischer
Troy Sekaney
December 20th
Allen Brouchous
Dan Peters
December 24th
Shirley Kasten
Rachel Kromrei
December 26th
Heather Matter
December 30th
Cheryl Lonsdorf
December 31st
Mike Korpela

December 3rd
William & Sandra Moss
December 7th
Joe & Heather Matter
December 20th
Russell & Lynette Barttelt
December 22nd
Donald & Darlene Zietlow

Funerals
“...in the sure and certain hope of the
resurrection to eternal life through our
Lord Jesus Christ, we commend to
almighty God...”
Michael Kohnhorst—October 28, 2020
William Pusheck—November 7, 2020
Rosalynn Roloff—November 9, 2020
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CONGREGATION NOTES
HELP Closet

Benevolence

What is HELP Closet? It is our local Health Equipment Lending
Program. Items usually available are: hospital beds, wheelchairs,
commodes, shower seats, standard walkers, canes, and crutches. There
is a minimal charge to use an item from this closet. For instance, to rent
a wheelchair short term (6 months) is $30. To purchase is $100.
The closet is located at 1106 Fifth Street in Wausau, 715-843-5985.
For more detailed information, there are pamphlets available on the
table in the entry hallway. HELP Closet is sponsored by the Good
News Project.

ELCA National & Synod Support $559

Re-Opening Plan
The St. Stephen Congregation Council has approved criteria for our
church to resume gathering together at Phase One and Phase Two as
outlined by the Stephen’s Shepherds Committee. The determination to
open is based on the criteria from the Department of Health Services
and specific to Marathon County data (not statewide data).
The Council will use this website: https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/
covid-19/local.htm for the information related to the number of Covid
cases and the trend (whether cases are increasing, decreasing, or
remaining constant). All of this information is reported as the “Activity
Level” and is updated each Wednesday.
We will move to Phase One when we have TWO CONSECUTIVE
WEEKS of the Activity Level at “Medium”. We will move to Phase Two
when we have FOUR CONSECUTIVE WEEKS of the Activity Level at
“Medium”. If at any time we are open and the Activity Level becomes
“High”, we will continue our present (closed) procedures at St. Stephen.

St. Stephen Trust Fund
St. Stephen Lutheran Church established a Trust Fund in 1988 as an
investment in our future. There are two funds invested through Vigil
Trust and Financial Fiduciary in Wausau. The Trust Fund Committee is
responsible for these funds and uses only a percentage of the earnings
for the designated projects. The Wider Mission Fund is to support the
wider mission of the Church in our community and globally. Examples
would include: The Neighbors’ Place, Faith in Action, Open Door, the
Wausau Warming Center, Homeless Kids Fund, Lutheran World Relief,
and others. The Building Preservation Fund is for the preservation of
our church buildings. In the past this has included fixing the elevator,
parsonage updates, and organ repair as well as other repair projects.
St. Stephen is known for its generosity. Because only the interest
earned on each fund is used in our outreach missions, it is important to
maintain a solid investment balance. Please keep the St. Stephen Trust
Fund in mind when doing your estate planning. You can designate a
specific fund or project, or make a general reference to the Trust Fund.

Through your support of St. Stephen
in the month of October 2020, we were
able to contribute to the following
ministry:
This is the eighth month of our unified
budget in which we now give four and
one half percent (4.5%) of our current
expense receipts and loose plate
offerings for benevolence. The above
amount is based on the income of
$12,413 for October.

St. Stephen
Family Checkbook
For the month of October 2020 and the
year to date, the St. Stephen family
checkbook looked like this:
October 1—30, 2020
What we received....................$17,175.
What we spent.........................($18,010.)
Our balance..............................($ 835.)
January 1—October 31, 2020
What we received..................$200,040.
What we spent.......................($205,897.)
Our balance............................($ 5,857.)

Order of Importance of
Memorials and Other
Special Offerings
Primary: Current Expense, Sustainability
Trust Fund, and Technology Fund.
Secondary:
Bell Choir Fund, Brick
Maintenance (tuck pointing), Building
Improvement Fund, Choral Fund,
ELCA Scholarship Fund, Good Neighbor
Fund, Library Fund, Organ Fund,
Quilters Memorial Fund, Parish House
Alarm, and WELCA Clean Water Fund.
Other:
Confirmation/National Youth
Gathering, Faith Enrichment Fund,
Major Church Improvement, Missionary
Sponsorship, Rooted in Faith (Crossways
Capital Improvement) Fund,
Seidel/Meyer Scholarship, Seminary
Scholarship, and World Hunger.
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GOOD STEWARDS/TAX STATEMENT

St. Stephen was scheduled to provide a Community Dinner on November 29, 2020.
However, due to the COVID pandemic, the congregation was unable to do this activity.
Instead, St. Stephen donated $150 to First Presbyterian Church to cover the expenses for
the St. Stephen Community Dinner. First Presbyterian has volunteers who will organize
and prepare the meal for us using our donated money.
The Good Stewards Committee would like to thank the members of St. Stephen who
have donated to this cause by donating money or making/purchasing baked goods from
one the Coffee Hours hosted by the Good Stewards Committee. Also, thank you to the
Trust Fund Committee who has provided generous support for the Community Dinner.
Stay safe and well, everyone!

REQUEST FOR YEAR END TAX STATEMENT
Please complete the following if you want a print out of your 2020 contributions
before you complete your 2020 income tax return. Completed forms can be placed in
the labeled box in the back of the church, mailed in, or dropped off at the office.
Statements will be ready on or before January 18, 2021. Blank forms are also
available in the back of the church and by the church office.
Envelope Number (Optional) _______________
Name _______________________________________________________
Street Address ________________________________________________
City, State, Zip ________________________________________________
____ I will pick up at the back of the church in January
____ Mail it to me

COUNCIL MINUTES ~ NOVEMBER 10, 2020
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Present via ZOOM: Pastor Jen, Lloyd Zimmel, Jim Lee, Sarah Lonsdorf, Pat Erdman, Dick Holster, Jim Von Rueden, Kelly
Brown, Nelda Hettinga, Karen Casey, Jeff Blomquist, and Andrew Griesman.
The meeting opened at 5:33 pm with a devotion provided by Dick Holster.
A motion was made and passed to accept the October 13, 2020 Council minutes.
Pastor’s Report: A written report was provided. Pastor Jen added that she has been working on the Mid-Week Advent
services which will start after Thanksgiving.
President’s Report: No written report was provided; Sarah continues to send out cards to members.
Treasurer’s Report: A written report was provided. We are currently at an overall debt of $52,417 and a yearly debt of
$5,857.
Education/Youth: No written report was provided. Pastor Jen reported that the Synod has canceled the Senior Youth
Gathering this year due to the Covid numbers. Sunday School is under way.
Good Stewards: A written report was provided.
Property: No written report was provided. Jim Von Rueden reported the nativity set will be put up soon as well as the
tree in the Sanctuary. The outside maintenance on the Parsonage has been completed.
Worship: A written report was provided.
A motion was made and carried to accept these reports.
Trust Fund: A written report was submitted. This past month, $2,900 was distributed in total. At this point, all investment
funds are down a little bit for the year.
A motion was made and carried to accept the Trust Fund report.
Old Business:
 Memorial Fund Review – There is a change to the priority order this month. The Current Expense Fund is now
first, Sustainability Trust Fund is second, and the Technology Fund is third.
 The total received for Military BibleSticks was $840.
 Re-opening criteria for our church – The Council discusses monthly the reopening statistics and the status of
our reopening. Due to the change in the Department of Health Services Website, we will be looking for
Medium Activity rather than Moderate Activity to determine our return status. We will not be making any
changes this month.
New Business:
 The Annual Meeting is scheduled for February 7th, 2021. We are hoping for an in-person meeting, but need to
have a back-up plan in the event this isn’t possible. The Council is looking for suggestions.
 The 2021 Budget is in the works, Sarah asked committees to submit their numbers as soon as possible.
 We are still seeking volunteers/nominations for the following positions for next year’s Council: Vice President/
Future President, and 2 Members at Large. All open positions are always available to nominations from the
floor.
 A motion was made and carried to approve October bills.
Our next meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, December 8th at 5:30 pm with Sarah providing devotions.
Meeting was adjourned at 6:45 pm with the Lord’s Prayer.
Respectfully submitted,
Pat Erdman, Council Secretary
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