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FROM OUR PASTOR

Pastor Jen Hoffman/Phone: 715-581-7378/Email: pastorjenhoffman@sslcwausau.com
We find ourselves deep in a time of change. This pandemic, contrary to our deepest wishes,
will not just disappear. And on some levels, it will, perhaps forever, change many things about
our daily lives. This includes our life together as a church. Major changes are a part of the life
cycle. They have been happening since the very beginning of time and will continue to happen.
Often we are able to look, in retrospect, at these changes and find the good in them, but it is
good that seldom feels “good” to those who find themselves in the middle of them. Richard
Rohr, a reflective theologian, priest, and spiritual advisor to many recently wrote a devotion
called “Wisdom in Times of Crisis: Change is Inevitable”. I am including some of his words here
because I find them helpful as I continue to think through and address the changes surrounding
us in 2020. May they be helpful for you, too.
“The word change normally refers to new beginnings. But the mystery of transformation more often happens not when
something new begins, but when something old falls apart. The pain of something old falling apart—chaos—invites the
soul to listen at a deeper level, and sometimes forces the soul to go to a new place. Most of us would never go
to new places in any other way. The mystics use many words to describe this chaos: fire, dark night, death, emptiness,
abandonment, trial, the Evil One. Whatever it is, it does not feel good and it does not feel like God.
We will normally do anything to keep the old thing from falling apart, yet this is when we need patience and guidance,
and the freedom to let go instead of tightening our controls and certitudes. Perhaps Jesus is describing just this
phenomenon when he says, “It is a narrow gate and a hard road that leads to life, and only a few find it” (Matthew 7:14).
Not accidentally, he mentions this narrow road right after teaching the Golden Rule. He knows how much letting go it
takes to “treat others as you would like them to treat you” (Matthew 7:12).
While change can force a transformation, spiritual transformation always includes a disconcerting reorientation.
It can either help people to find new meaning or it can force people to close down and slowly turn bitter. The difference is
determined precisely by the quality of our inner life, our practices, and our spirituality. Change happens, but
transformation is always a process of letting go, living in the confusing, shadowy space for a while. Eventually, we are spit
up on a new and unexpected shore. You can see why Jonah in the belly of the whale is such an important symbol for many
Jews and Christians.
In moments of insecurity and crisis, shoulds and oughts don’t really help. They just increase the shame, guilt, pressure,
and likelihood of backsliding into unhealthy patterns. It’s the deep yeses that carry us through to the other side. It’s that
deeper something we are strongly for—such as equality and dignity for all—that allows us to wait it out. It’s someone in
whom we absolutely believe and to whom we commit. In plain language, love wins out over guilt any day.”
It is in these moments of crisis that we can lean into our own spiritual practices to provide strength, patience, and peace.
What are your spiritual practices? Do you walk labyrinths? Sit in a prayer corner and pray? Draw? Journal? Read a daily
devotion? Go for a walk or hike? Do you join a support group of friends and talk? Do you study the Bible with a group or on
your own? We have so many opportunities and options for spiritual practices; which one feeds you the most?
This time we are in shall pass. It will most likely lead us to new places and new opportunities for ministry in our life with
Christ. And none of us, with the aid of the Holy Spirit, will be left unchanged.
Peace,

Pastor Jen

FROM OUR COUNCIL PRESIDENT
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Greetings to you!
I noticed the sign at a restaurant says, “Is it 2021 yet?” I am sure many of us are
thinking, “if only 2020 were over, then maybe we can go back to our normal way of life.”
As much as I, personally, do not like this new normal that we find ourselves in, it is here,
it is what we have. But we also have our fellow church members. We also have our
friends, family, and neighbors. We also have the same citizens in our area that continue
to struggle to have enough food and medicines.
I know that families, whether they are biological, church, or work families, are going
through the same changes to their normal that I have. One of the changes for me has
been that I no longer get together with my friends and go to a movie or go out to eat.
Now we meet at the park, bring our own food, and sit a distance from each other.
But we still listen to each other, we vocalize our gripes, and we laugh at things that have
happened. We do the same thing we did in January and February, just in a different
way. And that is okay because we have each other.
My hope is that all of you continue to “have each other”. Maybe it is through supportive
phone calls, or through taking a walk together, or maybe through writing a “thinking-ofyou” card.
My goal for this message was pretty simple: not to mention COVID or masking.
My other goal was to remind you that even though we live socially distanced, we are still
a family.
God’s Blessings to each of you.
Sarah Lonsdorf
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BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES
Birthday Blessings
The following people are celebrating August Birthdays.
CONGRATULATIONS!!!
August 1st
Todd Mumford
August 2nd
John Andrus
Michael Holster
August 6th
Kolton Kershaw
Bonnie Von Rueden
August 7th
Mathew Burish
John Jorgensen
August 8th
Rhonda Will
August 9th
Bill Dunker
Gene Simmerman
Gail Wolfe
August 10th
Glenda Modrzejewski

August 14th
Greg Koch
Patti Mortenson
August 15th
Delia Kole
Randy Nielson
August 16th
Joanne Lewitzke
August 17th
Harmony Gosch
August 18th
Karen Prigge
Carol Seymour
August 19th
Wendy Zimmel
August 20th
Joseph Mohr
August 22nd
Kari Van Natta

August 24th
Riley Kromrei
August 25th
Hannah den Otter
August 26th
Robert Ninnemann
August 28th
Carla Eberhardy
Betty Lou Peterson
August 30th
Jackie Bushar
Larry Frick

Anniversaries

Funerals

The following couples are celebrating their
August Wedding Anniversaries.

“...in the sure and certain hope of
the resurrection to eternal life
through our Lord Jesus Christ, we
commend to almighty God...”

CONGRATULATIONS!!!
August 2nd
Stephan & Candi den Otter
Verlyn & Kathleen Oelke
August 3rd
Dennis & Sharon Lohrey
August 6th
Randy & Crystal Nielson
August 8th
John & Norma Bandock
August 9th
William & Cathy Bandock
August 11th
Mark & Tammy Kromrei
Seth & Jeanette Wiskow
August 14th
Scott & Vicki Romang
August 18th
Alan & Dawn Froehlich

August 20th
Michael & Debra Zahrt
August 29th
James & Carol Sekaney
August 31st
Chuck & Susan Johnson

Lois Mumford ~ March 27, 2020
Shelley Green ~ March 30, 2020
Joan Erdman ~ April 24, 2020
Byrdine Chrudimsky ~ June 5, 2020
Irene Schoepke ~ July 5, 2020
Sheila Marquardt ~ July 14, 2020
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CONGREGATION NOTES

Do You Zoom?

Benevolence

St. Stephen Lutheran Church has begun using Zoom to help all of us
stay connected during this time of Covid-19. Committee chairs have
been given the capability to set up zoom meetings using our account
and then invite people to those meetings. We encourage all our
committees and groups (like Quilting, WELCA, Dartball, Men's Bible
study, etc.) to use this tool as a way to stay connected and to further
the work of the church. We cannot underestimate how much seeing one
another's faces improves our mental health!

ELCA National & Synod Support $687

If you have a group (maybe even just a group of friends!) who would
be interested in meeting up this way, please contact Pastor Jen and she
can help you. She can be reached directly at 715-581-7378.
There are also members of the Council who are more than happy to
assist members in getting set up to connect via Zoom.
And remember, calling in is also an option for those without computers.
Each meeting is given a phone number that anyone can call to be a
part of the meeting. We had a member do that in our last coffee hour
and it worked well!

Through your support of St. Stephen
in the month of June 2020, we were
able to contribute to the following
ministry:
This is the fifth month of our unified
budget in which we now give four and
one half percent (4.5%) of our current
expense receipts and loose plate
offerings for benevolence. The above
amount is based on the income of
$15,274 for June.

St. Stephen
Family Checkbook
For the month of June 2020 and the
year to date, the St. Stephen family
checkbook looked like this:

As a Council, we are committed to exploring as many options as
possible for helping to keep us all "plugged in" and connected and
engaged. Suggestions are most welcome!

June 1—30, 2020
What we received....................$20,376.
What we spent.........................($18,983.)
Our balance...............................$ 1,393.

Lectors Wanted!

January 1—June 30, 2020
What we received..................$127,293.
What we spent.......................($131,238.)
Our balance............................($ 3,945.)

Have you ever thought about reading the lessons in church but decided
not to because you were uncomfortable speaking in front of large
groups of people? Well now is your chance to try out being a lector in
a low stress environment!
We have wonderful readers at St. Stephen, but we are looking for a
few more people to help with this weekly part of our Sunday worship.
All it takes is a camera and your voice!
Interested people will receive the lessons they are to read on Sunday
by Tuesday morning of the week they will read. Between then and
Friday you will have time to practice the readings and record them as
many times as you would like to get them the way you'd like them. This
can be done with a phone, a computer, or a tablet. You could even
have a family member or friend help. Then, send the recordings to
Pastor Jen. She can help you figure out how to do that if you need
assistance. Pastor Jen will then put the readings together to play
during the service on Sunday.
All interested members contact Nancy at nhenke@sslcwausau.com, or
call the church and leave a message, and we will add you to the list.
Thank you for considering this way of using your gifts to contribute to
our life together at St. Stephen!

Order of Importance of
Memorials and Other
Special Offerings
Primary:
Current Expense Receipts,
Sustainability Trust Fund, and Good
Neighbor Fund.
Secondary:
Bell Choir Fund, Brick
Maintenance (tuck pointing), Building
Improvement Fund, Choral Fund,
ELCA Scholarship Fund, Library Fund,
Organ Fund, Quilters Memorial Fund,
Parish House Alarm, Technology Fund,
and WELCA Clean Water Fund.
Other:
Confirmation/National Youth
Gathering, Faith Enrichment Fund,
Major Church Improvement, Missionary
Sponsorship, Rooted in Faith (Crossways
Capital Improvement) Fund,
Seidel/Meyer Scholarship, Seminary
Scholarship, and World Hunger.
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