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Palm Sunday
march 28th
Virtual Worship
at 9am

512 McClellan Street
Wausau, WI 54403-4882

Maundy Thursday
April 1st
Virtual Worship
at 6:30pm

Phone: 715-845-7858
Website: www.sslcwausau.com
Email address:
info@sslcwausau.com

Good Friday
April 2nd

Office Hours:
The office is currently closed
due to COVID-19.

Virtual Worship
at 6pm

Deadlines:
Bulletin: Wednesday by 8:00 a.m.
Newsletter: 3rd Thursday of the month.
Facebook:
If you have a Facebook account, you
can watch videos of Pastor Jen’s tape
delayed sermons on our St. Stephen
Lutheran Church Facebook page.
Worship Telecast:
Our Worship Services are telecast on
cable channel 980 on Sundays at 12pm
(this is the previous Sundays’ service),
Mondays at 3pm, and Tuesdays at
10am and 10:30pm.

Easter
Sunday

April 4h
In Person Worship at 8am
Virtual Worship at 9am
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FROM OUR PASTOR

Pastor Jen Hoffman/Phone: 715-581-7378/Email: pastorjenhoffman@sslcwausau.com
Spring is here and Easter is almost upon us! As we give thanks for sunshine and warmer
weather, declining Covid numbers and vaccines, we also give thanks for a future that holds
more opportunities for us to begin to gather. Thanks be to God for the strength and patience
and perseverance we have been given over the last year. God is truly faithful and I thank each
of you for your patience during this unique season of the church. Although it will still be some
time before things truly look like they “used to” at St. Stephen, it is with great pleasure that I
write to you about our plans leading up to and beyond Holy Week.
For starters, we have moved to Phase One (see Phase One details on page 4 of this newsletter).
This means that staff and small church groups may meet at church during the week observing
our protocols for masks and social distancing. Any groups who wish to meet (like quilters,
committees, etc.) should let Mark know when they are meeting and where so we are able to
clean the space after it has been used.
Palm Sunday: To prepare for Palm Sunday, we will be making palms available for pickup at church on Thursday and
Friday, March 25th and 26th, between the hours of 8 am and 6 pm, and Saturday, March 27th between 1 and 2 pm.
The palms will be located just inside the doors to the parish hall. Please join us for a live-stream of our Palm Sunday
worship at our usual time, 9 am on March 28th.
Maundy Thursday: We will be offering “drive through communion” out in front of St. Stephen from 12-1 pm on Thursday,
April 1st. Please drive up to the doors by the elevator and Pastor Jen will distribute communion using the bread/wine cups
we used during our worship at the park. We ask that you come masked, remain in your cars, and approach from the
direction of 6th Street for better traffic flow. All who come will be served! Then, join us for our live-streamed worship at
6:30 pm. It would be helpful for you to have a bowl of warm water and a towel available for use during the service. We will
be engaging in hand washing in lieu of our traditional foot washing.
Good Friday: Our Good Friday service will be live-streamed at 6 pm on the evening of April 2nd. Please join us as we
present worship centered around a dialogue called “Jesus and the Adversary”.
Easter Sunday: We will have two services on Easter Sunday. One will be an in person service at 8 am, and the second will
be a live-streamed service at 9 am. If you desire to attend the in person service, please call the church and leave a
message with your name and how many in your household will be attending. We will be observing social distancing and
requiring masks. There will not be live singing, but we are including communion. When you arrive at church you will be
given a communion cup to take to your seat, which will be opened by you at the appointed time during the service.
A trash receptacle will be available for you to dispose of the empty cup following the service. For our live-streamed
service we will be doing our traditional Easter service with singing and communion.
Following worship on Easter Sunday, the Council will be meeting at their regular meeting time to discuss further
re-opening plans. We do not have a date yet, but it’s likely we will have one following that meeting. Although we are
excited about the prospect of gathering again, there are many factors that contribute to our decision making. Thank you
once again for your patience! For those who are wanting to wait longer to return, know that we are committed to
providing a live-stream experience in addition to what we provide in terms of in person worship when that happens.
Whew! That is A LOT of information! Feel free to read it and read it again, highlight it, jot notes, and make reminders for
yourself. God bless us as we prepare for and engage in Holy Week observances. And thanks be to our risen Lord for
renewed life and resurrection hope!
Peace in Christ,

Pastor Jen

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
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ANNIVERSARIES & BIRTHDAYS
Birthday Blessings

Anniversaries

The following people are
celebrating April Birthdays.

The following couples are celebrating their
April Wedding Anniversaries.

CONGRATULATIONS!!!

CONGRATULATIONS!!!

April 1st
Arleen Shipway
April 4th
Gerald Hoppe
April 5th
Russell Barttelt
Bonnie Pils
April 8th
Florence Beese
Cathy Teske
April 9th
Dick Holster
April 10th
William Brandimore
Roxanne Christian
April 11th
Kyle Kershaw
April 12th
John Bandock
Hailey Koehler
April 13th
Sandy Hintz Oestreich
Hayden Korpela
Mark Wiskow

April 14th
Emmalyn Grau
Chris Travis
April 18th
JJ Deffner
April 19th
Diane Waldinger
April 20th
Charles Deffner
April 22nd
Lydia Lenoble
April 24th
Susan Brouchous
April 25th
Dustin Wierzba
April 26th
Pamela Otradovec
Schmidty
April 30th
Emma Dahle

April 6th
Jeffrey & Mary Blomquist
April 7th
Ron & Dawn Felch
April 9th
Mark & Denise Wiskow
April 12th
Don & Jane Seubert
April 16th
John & Cathy Teske
April 30th
Gary & Nan Froseth

Funeral
“...in the sure and certain hope of the
resurrection to eternal life through our
Lord Jesus Christ, we commend to
almighty God...”
Marvin Lodholz
February 18, 2021
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CONGREGATION NOTES
Easter Sunday Services
Anyone interested in attending an in person Easter service on Sunday,
April 4th at 8 am is welcome. Please call the church at 715-845-7858
to confirm you would like to attend. Leave a message with your name
and the number of people that will be attending. This information is
needed for two purposes: 1) We estimate that distance seating allows
for 100 attendees and we need to keep track of the numbers, and
2) In case someone tests positive, we know who attended the service.
The balcony will NOT be open; there will be no singing but there will
be special music by virtual choir; there WILL BE communion. Masks are
required and please keep the recommended social distance of 6 feet.
For those who are not comfortable attending in person or would prefer
to watch the service online, a live-streamed second service will be
available at 9 am following the in-person service. We are excited to
open the church (and maybe this is a precursor for more) for this
special Christian day. He is risen! He is risen indeed!

HELP Closet
What is HELP Closet? It is our local Health Equipment Lending
Program. Items usually available are: hospital beds, wheelchairs,
commodes, shower seats, standard walkers, canes, and crutches. There
is a minimal charge to use an item from this closet. For instance, to rent
a wheelchair short term (6 months) is $30. To purchase is $100.
The closet is located at 1106 Fifth Street in Wausau, 715-843-5985.
For more detailed information, there are pamphlets available on the
table in the entry hallway. HELP Closet is sponsored by the Good
News Project.

St. Stephen Trust Fund
St. Stephen Lutheran Church established a Trust Fund in 1988 as an
investment in our future. There are two funds invested through Vigil
Trust and Financial Fiduciary in Wausau. The Trust Fund Committee is
responsible for these funds and uses only a percentage of the earnings
for the designated projects. The Wider Mission Fund is to support the
wider mission of the Church in our community and globally. Examples
would include: The Neighbors’ Place, Faith in Action, Open Door, the
Wausau Warming Center, Homeless Kids Fund, Lutheran World Relief,
and others. The Building Preservation Fund is for the preservation of
our church buildings. In the past this has included fixing the elevator,
parsonage updates, and organ repair as well as other repair projects.
St. Stephen is known for its generosity. Because only the interest
earned on each fund is used in our outreach missions, it is important to
maintain a solid investment balance. Please keep the St. Stephen Trust
Fund in mind when doing your estate planning. You can designate a
specific fund or project, or make a general reference to the Trust Fund.

Benevolence
Through your support of St. Stephen in
the month of February 2021, we were
able to contribute to the following
ministry:
ELCA National & Synod Support $578
This is the first month of our unified
budget in which we now give four and
one half percent (4.5%) of our current
expense receipts and loose plate
offerings for benevolence. The above
amount is based on the income of
$12,852 for February.

St. Stephen
Family Checkbook
For the month of February 2021 and
the year to date, the St. Stephen family
checkbook looked like this:
February 1—28, 2021
What we received.....................$19,011.
What we spent..........................($23,042.)
Our balance...............................($ 4,031.)
January 1— February 28, 2021
What we received.....................$34, 295.
What we spent..........................($43,267.)
Our balance...............................($ 8,972.)

Order of Importance of
Memorials and
Other Special Offerings
Primary Funds:
Current Expense
Receipts, Sustainability Trust Fund, and
Technology Fund.
Secondary Funds: Bell Choir Fund, Brick
Maintenance (tuck pointing), Building
Improvement Fund, Choral Fund,
ELCA Scholarship Fund, Good Neighbor
Fund, Library Fund, Organ Fund,
Quilters Memorial Fund, Parish House
Alarm, and WELCA Clean Water Fund.
Other Funds:
Confirmation/National
Youth Gathering, Faith Enrichment Fund,
Major Church Improvement, Missionary
Sponsorship, Rooted in Faith (Crossways
Capital Improvement) Fund,
Seidel/Meyer Scholarship, Seminary
Scholarship, and World Hunger.
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WELCA/GOOD STEWARDS NEWS

Committed to mobilizing women to act boldly on their faith in Jesus Christ.
Supplies needed for Lutheran World Relief Quilting:
During the pandemic, some of our Quilters have continued sewing LWR quilts at home.
When our church building reopens, many will return for this important ministry. However, we are
running very low on supplies. Items we need include:
1. Flat sheets – Any size or color (but preferably not white), clean, free of stains, and no holes.
2. Fabric – Any color, any size (as long as it’s big enough for our Quilters to cut 6” squares or larger).
3. Mattress Pads, blankets, etc. – Any size or color, as long as they are clean/washed.
4. Thread & Yarn – Any color.
If you would like to donate to this cause, bring your items to church when our building reopens and
place them in the Nursery (at the end of the hall; last door on left). You may continue placing
quilting supplies in this location throughout the year. Thank you in advance for your help!

Hello to all members of St. Stephen!
Our April Community Dinner date is rapidly approaching. Because our church is still closed due to
Covid-19 as of writing this, we have decided not to ask our church members to volunteer for this
activity. Once again we will give money ($200) to First Presbyterian church to hold the Community
Dinner on our behalf. These folks have been organizing Community Dinners throughout the pandemic
and are highly familiar with the pandemic-specific procedures and requirements needed to safely
conduct these dinners.
The Good Stewards Committee thanks First Presbyterian Church for putting on our Community Dinner
for us one more time. The Good Steward’s Committee also gratefully acknowledges the generous
financial support for the Community Dinners provided by the Trust Fund Committee and Stephen’s
Angels. Finally, the Good Steward’s Committee offers a heartfelt thank you to all of the members of
St Stephen who have graciously supported our Community Dinners in the past with their amazing
baking and cooking talents, money, and time spent shopping, planning, and serving the dinners.
Thank you all so much for your efforts and your compassion for the less privileged in our community.
We look forward to the time when we can do this activity together as a congregation once again.

COUNCIL MINUTES ~ MARCH 9, 2021
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Present via ZOOM: Pastor Jen, Lloyd Zimmel, Nancy Prigge, Sarah Lonsdorf, Pat Erdman, Chuck Johnson, Jim Von Rueden,
Kelly Brown, Nelda Hettinga, Verlyn Oelke, Jeff Blomquist, and Jackie Bushar.
The meeting opened at 5:37 pm with a devotion provided by Jackie Bushar.
A motion was made and passed to accept the February 9, 2021 Council minutes.
Pastor’s Report: A written report was provided. Pastor Jen highlighted that she has been part of planning the Synod
installations, and preparation for Easter services has begun. She also showed a video presentation.
President’s Report: No written report was provided. Lloyd commented that he has been working with the Personnel
Committee to put together personnel policies.
Treasurer’s Report: A written report was provided. We are currently at an overall debt of $37,296. We have been
provided proxies to vote on whether to approve Marathon Savings move to becoming a stock holding company. We feel it
will have no impact on our church accounts, so the Council approved a motion allowing Verlyn to fill out the proxies with our
approval.
These three reports were approved by motion and vote.
Education/Youth: No written report was provided. Nancy Prigge will be contacting Amy Lillie to see if there is anything else
that she may need at this time for Sunday School.
Good Stewards: No written report was provided. Kelly reported that St. Stephen is in charge of the Community Dinner the
third Sunday in April. She proposed that we send funds to help them with the dinner rather than hosting at this time; the
Council agreed. The funds will come out of the Good Stewards account.
Property: No written report was provided. Jim Von Rueden is working with Mark on finding some new video equipment for
our services.
Worship: A written report was provided. Nelda reported that they are in the process of setting up Easter services similar to
Christmas Eve services, with Council approval.
Trust Fund: Two written reports were provided. Jeff reported that they elected Trust Officers at their last meeting.
Financial Fiduciary is going through another name change, but other than paperwork it will not affect our accounts.
A motion was made and carried to accept these reports.
Old Business:
 Memorial Fund Review – There is no change to the priority order this month. Current Expense Fund is number one,
Sustainability Trust Fund is number two, and the Technology Fund is number three.
 Worship is proposing we do one in-person service on Easter asking people to sign up if they plan on attending.
A live “online” service will be aired following the in-person service. A motion was made and carried to hold the
in-person service at 8:00 am and the live-stream online service at 9:00 am. We will be following all safe
practices including required distancing and masks.
 We will not be changing our bank for electronic tithing.
 Re-opening criteria for our church – The Council discusses monthly the reopening statistics and the status of our
reopening. Although we are still at “High” on the DHS website, due to the size and age of our congregation
(many are in the vaccinated age range), a motion was made and approved to move to Phase 1 of our
opening plan. This means small groups of up to ten members are able to gather at church for their meetings as
long as ZOOM is still an option for those who cannot meet. Remember, Mark must be notified of any meetings,
masks are required, social distancing is expected, and no food is allowed.
 Discussion followed about when to make the move to Phase 2 with regular Sunday services. We will make that
our top agenda item next month. The Council acknowledges that we may have to change our opening criteria
due to the number of vaccinations and the size of our congregation.
New Business:
 A motion was made and carried to approve February bills.
 A motion was made and carried to allow Jim Von Rueden to use the money in the Technology Fund to pay for
new video equipment and a St. Stephen Zoom account.
 The Council will continue to ask members to come forward to volunteer as Vice President/President Elect.
No member had volunteered at the time of the Annual Meeting, so a motion was approved to allow Council
to approve someone at a later date.
Our next meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, April 13th at 5:30 pm with Pastor Jen providing devotions.
Meeting was adjourned at 7:01 pm with the Lord’s Prayer.
Respectfully submitted,
Pat Erdman, Council Secretary
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